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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Nesting Season 


Chandler S. Robbins* 


HE ABNORMALLY low temperatures which 
produced such retarded migration in the 


, Northwest during the spring months continued to 
“envelop most of that section of the country 


through the height of the breeding season. Con- 
fronted with insufficient shelter and food due to 
late leafing out of the vegetation, many of the 
breeding species delayed their nesting activities; a 
few others did not even reach their usual breeding 
ground. Varied Thrushes, Ruby-crowned King- 
lets, Am. Redstarts and Evening Grosbeaks, which 
in Idaho normally are confined to the mountains 
during the breeding season, nested in or near the 
towns of Moscow or Lapwai. 

In general, the coastal areas were warmer than 
normal throughout the summer, while the interior 
of the continent east of the Rockies remained cool. 
The precipitation pattern was more irregular, but 
with a tendency toward excessive rainfall in the 
Northwest and in the Mississippi drainage basin. 
Severe drought conditions prevailed in New Eng- 
land, the Maritime Provinces, southern Florida, 
and the Southwest. 

Except in the Northwest, there were indications 
of a long and successful breeding season for the 
great majority of species. Singing continued al- 
most to the end of the period in the eastern and 
southern United States, indicating that nesting ac- 
tivities were still in progress. Professor Brooks 
presents some interesting comments on scarcity or 
late appearance of insect food, as a direct result 
of continuous cool weather in the Appalachian 
Region. ‘This is a field in which the observant 
naturalist may be able to make important dis- 
coveries relative to population fluctuations of cer- 
tain bird species. 

In the Middle Pacific Coast Region, where con- 
tinuous high temperatures or drought play an es 
pecially important role in the nesting activities of 
land birds, the coolness of the month of June com- 
pensated for the effects of a series of dry years, and 
nesting was generally successful. Upon the arrival 
of hot weather later in the season, the birds im- 
mediately departed from low elevations. Here 
again, Dr. Linsdale emphasizes the effect that food 
supply has on the activities of nesting birds. 

Common Loon.—A young Common Loon was 
reared as far south as Barry County, Mich., and a 


* Ludlow Griscom will resume the writing of this 
section starting with the fall migration summary. 


few summering birds were noted in southern Wis 
consin, Ohio and Florida. 

Pelicans—Along with an increase in nesting 
White Pelicans in Utah and the Dakotas, we note 
an unusual number of non-breeding individuals in 
Oregon and California, and stragglers in Ontario, 
western New York, and Massachusetts. Brown 
Pelicans turned up in midsummer in Michigan 
and western New York. 

Herons—The northward flight of southern 
herons was disappointing throughout the East, in 
contrast to the fine showing made the past few 
years. In Oklahoma, however, the Am. and Snowy 
Egrets and the Little Blue Heron appeared very 
early and in considerable numbers. The two 
egrets were found nesting in New Mexico for the 
first time, and on the Havasu Lake Refuge in 
Arizona the production of young egrets of both 
species was considerably above that of last year. 
The Am. Egret showed a corresponding increase 
as a summer visitor in western Oregon. Louisiana 
Herons were collected in Oklahoma for the first 
time, but there was no indication of a post-breed- 
ing flight in the East. 

Waterfowl.—A satisfactory nesting season was re- 
ported from most of the northern United States 
despite delayed spring migration, late snow and 
cold, and local floods which postponed laying ot 
destroyed first clutches in some areas. Further 
north, however, the situation was not so favorable, 
with a general decline in Alberta and Manitoba. 

Joint surveys of Canadian and Fish and Wild- 
life Service crews in cooperation with state agencies 
indicate the following prospects for the fall migra- 
tion. Some decrease is expected in the Pacific 
Flyway, as satisfactory numbers of breeding birds 
and young in Oregon and British Columbia were 
offset by slumps in Washington, Alberta and the 
Canadian Northwest. Some increase is looked for 
in the Central Flyway due largely to favorable 
conditions in North Dakota and Saskatchewan. In 
spite of satisfactory production in Minnesota, a 
decline is predicted for the Mississippi Flyway as 
the result of a reduction in Manitoba, coupled 
with lack of improvement in Wisconsin, Michigan, 
and the far north. No significant change in total 
population is in sight this year for the Atlantic 
Flyway. 

Gadwalls showed a satisfactory increase at Jones 
Beach, Long Island, and at Pea Island Refuge, 
N. C. The Redhead nested at a second locality in 
Ontario, 300 miles east of the only previous area 
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of modern times; this same species also nested for 
the first time at Havasu Lake Refuge, Arizona. 
The Common Eider is extending its breeding range 
westward along the Maine coast. 

Upland Game Birds.—Except for the Ruffed 
Grouse in west central Washington, the Bob-white 
in southwestern Georgia, and the Ring-necked 
Pheasant in the Northern Great Plains, the galli- 
naceous birds seemed to do well everywhere. 
Turkeys have crossed northward into western New 
York from Pennsylvania. 

Rails and Coot.—Virginia and Sora Rails had a 
satisfactory season almost everywhere; the former 
species summered in Birmingham, Ala., far south 
of its established breeding range, and the latter 
nested for the first time in unglaciated Ohio. King 
Rails received little comment, but Clapper Rails 
raised a bumper crop in the Middle Atlantic 
coastal marshes. The Am. Coot had a banner year 
at the Bear River Refuge, and for the first time in 
15 years of observation it was found nesting near 
Dallas, Tex. 

Shorebirds—Am. Oyster-catchers are increasing 
slowly in New Jersey, and were recorded during 
the nesting season as far north as Nantucket Is- 
land, Mass. A pair of Wilson’s Plover nested in 
New Jersey. Most encouraging reports were re- 
ceived regarding the Upland Sandpiper (Upland 
Plover). It was found nesting for the first time 
in Idaho and Kentucky, and increased substantially 
over a wide area in Ontario. In the Hudson-St. 
Lawrence Region, however, this shorebird is still 
on the decrease. Long-billed Curlews and Marbled 
Godwits were generally reported on the upgrade 
in the Northern Great Plains. Easterners will wel- 
come the first Georgia breeding record of the 
Black-necked Stilt as an indication that this species 
is still struggling to expand its breeding range 
northeastward. 

Gulls and Terns——Two new breeding species 
were recorded for Pennsylvania this summer when 
the Herring Gull and Least Tern 
nesting at Opposite corners of the 
Least 


were found 
State. ‘The 
Yern also extended its breeding range in- 
land on the Texas Coastal Plain. Royal Terns 
brought off more young than last year in South 
Carolina, but in the Middle Atlantic Region and 
New England the coastal tern colonies had _ their 
worst season in many years. Black Terns, however, 
showed a substantial increase in northern Vermont. 

Pigeons and Doves.—Band-tailed Pigeons con- 
tinued scarce in the Middle Pacific Coast Region, 
but had a long nesting season in the Huachuca 
Mts. of Arizona. The Mourning Dove received 
widespread comment on its increased abundance 
and successful nesting season over the greater part 
of its range; it also continued to spread north- 
ward, a breeding pair being observed at Wells 
River, Vt. 

Cuckoos——Cuckoos, which were so late in arriv- 
ing on their eastern breeding grounds, remained 
scarce all summer from Ohio to New England 
(where tent caterpillers were especially scarce), 


but reached normal numbers further south. From 
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Illinois west to tie Dakotas, however, both species 
were unusually numerous. A range extension was 
reported for the Yellow-billed Cuckoo in Eastern 
Ontario, and for the Black-billed in ‘Tennessee. 

Flycatchers—The Traill’s Flycatcher increased in 
the Detroit area, and extended its eastern breeding 
range southward to Tennessee. It did not appear 
in normal numbers in Idaho until later than usual, 
and at Hog Island, Me., it remained exceptionally 
scarce all summer. In Alabama the Eastern Phoebe 
consolidated its southward movement, and reached 
a new breeding extremity. The Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher is definitely on the increase in Louisiana, 
but in the lower Colorado valley the Vermilion 
Flycatcher has been remarkably scarce ever since 
the severe winter of 1948-49. 

Horned Lark.—The Horned Lark is continuing 
the rapid expansion of its breeding range in the 
Southeast, as evidenced by summer observations at 
Williamsburg, Va., and Athens, Ala., and_ first 
breeding records for the states of South Carolina 
and Georgia. It has disappeared from the area 
just south of Tacoma, Wash., but after an absence 
of more than 50 years it has returned to nest on 
Vancouver Island, B. C. 

House Wren.—The southward movement of the 
House Wren carried it to Knoxville, Tenn., and 
Athens, Ga., this year. In Idaho altitudinal ex- 
tremes of 840 and 8000 feet were recorded. 

Thrushes—The known breeding range of the 
Veery was pushed northward in Ontario, while in 
most of the southeastern states the Am. Robin 
continues to hold its recent gains. ‘The Long 
Island Hermit Thrushes did well and some exten- 
sion of the colony was recorded. 

Bell’s Vireo—This species appears to be pushing 
eastward, as evidenced by additional reports from 
Indiana, and the first nesting records for Louisiana. 

Warblers —Range extensions included additional 
records of the Nashville Warbler in West Virginia 
and Maryland, an interior extension of the Pro- 
thonotary Warbler in Georgia, Parula Warblers in 
the Piedmont of Georgia and at Oklahoma City, 
a second Blue-winged Warbler east of Birmingham, 
Ala., a Yellow Warbler at Key West, an altitudinal 
record of the Cerulean Warbler in Virginia, the 
first breeding record of the Yellow-throated Warb- 
ler near Athens, Ga., the second summer record 
of the Oven-bird away from the mountains in Ala- 
bama, the first reported summering of Northern 
Water-thrushes in Idaho, extensions of the Lou- 
isiana Water-thrush northward in Vermont and 
westward in Oklahoma, and the first nest of the 
Kentucky Warbler on the Coastal Plain of North 
Carolina. 

Finches.—Further northward invasion by the 
Cardinal brought it to Wilton, N. Dak., and Wills- 
boro on Lake Champlain in New York. Evening 
Grosbeaks continue to increase in Quebec and a 
number remained through July in the Adirondacks. 
There was a sharp rise in Red Crossbills at Comox, 
B. C., and throughout northern New England the 
irregular White-winged Crossbill was especially 
numerous. 
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REGION REPORTS 
Nesting Season 
June 1 to August 15, 1950 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—The 
summer of 1950 witnessed a weather pattern which 
has become uncomfortably familiar in the North- 
east over the past few 
years. The basic fea- 
ture of this pattern 
can be summed up in 
three words, “lack of 
rain.” In addition to 
the obvious effect of 
drought conditions on 
crops and __ livestock 
throughout the region. 
such a deficiency of 
precipitation raises 
the terrible shadow of 
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and memories of the 
great Bar Harbor conflagration come all too vividly 
to mind. If last summer’s record-breaking heat 
and dryness were not in such close perspective, 
conditions in 1950 would have been even more 
noticeably unusual. That major drought condi- 
tions prevailed, however, is readily attested by 
Boston Weather Bureau figures which showed de- 
ficits in rainfall of —7.29 inches. West and north 
of this station the picture was somewhat less 
severe, but excesses were reported from very local- 
ized areas. Reports from Maine in mid-August 
remarked ‘“‘virtually no rainfall since June” and 
“dead grass, wilted ferns and ponds drying up 
almost completely.” Again forests were closed to 
the public from Connecticut to the Eastern Pro- 
vinces for part of the summer, and surveillance of 
critical areas was strengthened by additional pa- 
trols. ‘The great difference of this year over last 
was in the much less extreme temperatures re- 
corded. June, July, and early August were con- 
sistently warm, but in place of the enormous heat 
accumulation of +1100° for the first 7 months of 
1949, this year’s figure of +341° represented less 
than a third of the total reported last year for 
the same period. This moderation of the extreme 
temperatures of 1949, plus ingenuity born in the 
New England farmer’s experience of previous years 
led to much less crop and plant damage; waterless 
areas were spared the severe scorching so widely 
noted last year, and farmers all across the region 
bulldozed deep waterholes and beat the drought 
by local irrigation. 

In spite of the late and straggling migration of 
many of the land birds, the breeding season was 
if anything a bit early, although the song season 





continued well into July. Several observers noted 
that summer birding in general was poor, with 
nesting species either low in numbers or difficult 
to find. An outstanding example was furnished 
by both cuckoos which were as scarce as the tent 
caterpillars upon which they feed so avidly. Allan 
Cruickshank remarked of Magnolia Warblers at 
Hog Island in Maine that only 4 pairs were 
located in an area where 8 or g breeding pairs 
are normally found; the Parula Warbler too was 
below normal at Hog Island, possibly a corollary 
of the decrease in the Usnea Lichen after 2 suc- 
cessive years of drought. Even more striking was 
the Traill’s Flycatcher in this same region where 
single birds replaced 8 to 10 commonly found 
previously, although no change in habitat was 
apparent. In contrast, Solitary Vireos, Black- 
throated Green Warblers, Oven-birds and White- 
throated Sparrows had an excellent year. A_ fur- 
ther indication of the early breeding season were 
migrant flocks of swallows reported gathering in 
the last 10 days of July at various points in the 4 
northern New England states; and on the night of 
Aug. 4 Richard Bowen, Aaron Bagg and I noted 
the chip notes of migrating warblers off Point 
Judith, R. I., as we lay at anchor inside the break- 
water on Dick’s sloop “Dovekie.” 

Pelagic Birds.—Shearwaters of all 3 species were 
below average in numbers off the coast during the 
summer of 1950. Sooty Shearwaters most closely 
approximated the norm, with over 100 off Nan- 
tucket on June 20 (Andrews). Greaters and Cory’s 
were scarce everywhere, as witnessed by Bowen’s 
count of 8 Cory’s off Block Island early in August 
in an area where 50 or more could be expected in a 
good year. For the second year in succession, Wil- 
son’s Petrels were scarce or entirely absent offshore 
from Block Island to Cuttyhunk and from Nan- 
tucket to No Man’s Land. Prize record of this 
group was a Dusky Shearwater in Nantucket 
Sound 6 miles northwest of the island on July 9 
(Bowen). 


Pelicans—The outstanding rarity of the summer 
season was a White Pelican on Nantucket Island on 
July 2, first discovered by Mr. Coffin and Miss Fol- 
ger and subsequently seen by several others. 

Southern Herons.—Am. Egrets were widely re- 
ported in small numbers from southern New Eng- 
land, and reached fair concentrations in the Marsh- 
field and South Hanson areas of Massachusetts by 
early August. However, it was a poor season for 
the remaining species, Little Blue Herons being re- 
ported from only 5 localities and no records at all 
of Snowy Egrets or Louisiana Herons anywhere in 
the region. 

Ducks.—A good breeding season for many species 
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was indicated in spite of the somewhat disappoint- 
ing spring flight of fresh-water ducks. Families of 
both Black and Wood Ducks were observed in num- 
bers in northern New Hampshire (Richards) and 
similar reports were received from Connecticut. 
Mr. Richards further remarked 33 Ring-necked, 
including 5 families, in Coos County, N. H., and 
over 50 Hooded Mergansers, with 14 families, from 
various localities in the state. A record count of 
Blue-winged Teal in the Sudbury Valley in eastern 
Massachusetts was made by Alan Morgan of Way- 
land on July 17; he found 7 distinct broods along 
the river where no more than 1 has been previously 
noted. Nest and eggs of Common Eider were 
found for the first time in the Muscongus Bay re- 
gion of Maine on June 22 at Wreck Island by Miss 
Bancroft and Joseph Cadbury. 

Rails—The second difficult year in succession 
for this group, but with less severe drought condi- 
tions this summer than last, suggests a better breed- 
ing season as witnessed by scattered reports for June 
and July in the three southern New England states. 
A Clapper Rail was seen at Old Lyme, Conn., by 
Yrizarry on June 2, and a pair brooding 13 eggs 
was found at Saybrook on June 23 (Fellows, et al.) . 

Shorebirds—A Wilson’s Plover observed 
throughout the summer at Lyme, Conn., for the 
third successive year. Two Am. Oyster-catchers 
were seen at Nantucket on July 11 by Mrs. F. W. 
Davis and Mrs. W. F. Howe. 


Dr. Harrison F. Lewis reported that abnormally 
heavy snowfall and cold weather in Nova Scotia 
and southern New Brunswick during the period of 
April 7 to 12 caused such heavy mortality to Wood- 
cock that it was found advisable to reduce the 
daily bag limit by 50 per cent. Willets, on the 
other hand, are increasing in southwestern Nova 
Scotia and extending their range to other parts of 
that Province; Dr. Lewis found them abundant 
along the coast in late May, and reported that 
they are now regular in summer east of Halifax. 
James Bond found Willets as far east as Madame 
Island, between Cape Breton Island and the main- 
land of Nova Scotia; and there were also reports 
from Annapolis Basin and Minas Basin on the 
Bay of Fundy side of the Province. 


was 


Gulls——The most notable feature of this group 
is the continued increase of Black-backed Gulls 
from Maine to the Elizabeth Islands, always at the 
expense of breeding Herring Gulls. Colonies in 
Maine were not appreciably different numerically 
than last year, but everywhere the aggressive Black- 
backed Gull is edging out the Herring. Professor 
Eliot reported a typical example on Little Duck 
Island, Me., where he found 25 or more young 
Black-backed and no young Herring Gulls; adult 
Black-backed represented about 20 per cent of the 
total gull population, yet they systematically de- 
stroyed all Herring Gull young that had escaped 
human interference with the eggs. The Little Gull 
continued from May at Newburyport, Mass., and 
was seen by several observers in mid-June and July. 

Terns.—A poor breeding season; Dr. Oliver L. 
Austin reported the season at rookeries on Cape 
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Cod as worse than abnormal; the total population 
was 10,000 below normal. Nesting was late and 
erratic; the chick yield was lower than at any time 
in the past 20 years; it was clearly the inevitable 
off-year. This theme was echoed by Miss Folger in 
the Nantucket region and by Packard at Bruns- 
wick, Me. Skimmers were reported at Bird Island, 
Cape Cod, and at Plymouth in June. A Cabot'’s 
Tern was seen at Chatham, June 22 (Hill), a 
Royal Tern at Ipswich, July 29 (W. Bailey, D. 
Snyder), and a Gull-billed Tern at Nauset on 
Aug. 8 (C. R. Mason). 

Flycatchers——The observation of a male Eastern 
Phoebe in song at Sable River on May 26 and 27 
is of special interest since there are very few rec- 
ords of this species in Nova Scotia (Lewis) . 

Land Birds——Mourning Doves were widely re- 
ported in larger numbers than in previous years. 
Tree and Barn Swallows had a successful breed- 
ing season in spite of the apparent scarcity of 
both species in the spring. Carolina Wrens were 
reported from Muscongus Bay (Mrs. Cruickshank) 
and Damariscotta Mills (Higginbothams) in Maine 
during July. Mr. R. M. Eliot reported a Mock- 
ingbird from Millbridge, Me., on Aug. 11. White- 
winged Crossbills sustained an excellent flight 1n 
northern New Hampshire and Maine; this species 
was in song and abundant throughout the whole 
Connecticut Lakes region north of Pittsburgh, 
N. H., in the third week of July (Parker). Allan 
Cruickshank further mentions them as very numer. 
ous in the Katahdin area in Maine——-Henry M. 
ParKeR, 84 Garden St., Cambridge 38, Mass. 


HUDSON-ST. LAWRENCE REGION, -- During 
the past breeding season the temperature was prac- 
tically normal throughout this Region but rainfall 
was deficient. No heavy 
storms nor prolonged 
periods of wet, cold 
weather occurred and 
nesting conditions 
were, on the whole, 
rather favorable. The 
migration of the pre- 
ceding spring was late 
and perhaps correlated 
with this the dates for 
nest building and egg 





laying were often 
about a week later 
than usual. 


Herons and Ibises.— 
Scattered reports of 
the Great Blue Heron 
indicate some increase 
in numbers. At Swan- 
ton, Vt., a count was made on July 29 which indi 
cated nearly double the number usually there at 
that time (R. H. Minns). A few Am. Egrets ap- 
peared early, one at Floyd Bennett Field, L. I., on 
May 20 (Kreissman), another at Milltown, N. J., 
May 28 (Percy Collins). From the first of July 
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the numbers increased in all suitable areas but 
there is no indication of an unusually heavy in- 
cursion On June 4 at Cedarhurst, L. I., 5 Glossy 
Ibis were seen (John and Edith Bull). 

Waterfow!l.—Brant were reported in the Region 
up to mid-summer; 500 were seen at Point Lookout, 
L. I., June 4 (J. & E. B. and H. Darrow); 4 at 
Idlewild, L. I., July 15 (Mayer, Rose). All re- 
ports of Black Ducks indicate a successful breed- 
ing season and the same was true of Mallards. At 
fobay Pond, Jones Beach, L. I., the Gadwall 
showed a good increase, on July 8, 85 adults and 
118 young were counted (W. Sedwitz). Scattered 
reports of Blue-winged Teal show numerous new 
breeding sites in the southern part of the Region. 
Two half-grown young were at Franklin, N. J., 
July 8 (E. B. Nixdorf); other reports from Long 
Island. Throughout the Green Mountains of Ver- 
mont and in parts of northern New Jersey the 
Wood Duck seems to be holding its own, but else- 
where the picture is discouraging. Numbers were 
very low at Cooperstown, N. Y. (N. P. Hill); they 
have practically disappeared as breeders in West- 
chester Co., N. Y. (S. O. Grierson). Near Glaston- 
bury, Conn., these ducks bred well and when all 
young were out about 50 were counted (L. J. 
Whittles). After Aug. 4, half of them were lost 
when large quantities of heavy oil were dumped 
into the Connecticut River upstream. At the Ra- 
zades Islands in the St. Lawrence River off Trois- 
Pistoles, Que., there were probably more than 
1400 nests of the Common Eider (R. Cayouette). 
With the eiders, the Herring Gulls are nesting in 
numbers but as yet there is no sign of the eider 
population being affected. 

Hawks.—Fewer breeding hawks are reported each 
year, this is particularly true of the southern part 
of the Region. Cooper’s Hawks are now rarely re- 
ported. The traditional nesting sites of the Red- 
shouldered Hawk are gradually being abandoned. 
Broad-winged Hawks are a little more numerous 
than usual in the Green Mountains, Vt. (A. M. 
Decker), and are fairly common in the upper 
Gatineau River valley, Que. (C. K. Nichols) . Marsh 
Hawks show a decrease. In no large area is there 
a reported decrease of the Osprey and in the lower 
Connecticut River valley there is an increase in the 
number of occupied nests (L. J. W.). 

Grouse and Pheasants—Spruce Grouse are stil! 
breeding locally in New York’s Adirondacks. On 
July 6 a female with 4 chicks was seen at Madawska 
not far from Paul Smiths (G. M. Meade). A sec- 
ond female with young was later seen in the same 
general locality (J. J. Elliott). Spruce Grouse have 
been observed in this area for the last 15 vears. 
Ruffed Grouse in the Green Mountains, Vt., con- 
tinue to mount on the rising side of the cycle 
(A.M.D.). In the Adirondack Mountains they are 
fairly abundant. Few reports of this bird come 
from the vicinity of Quebec city but they are quite 
common near Maniwaki, Que. Three pairs of 
Ring-necked Pheasants were seen near Quebec city 
in early summer (R. C.). 

Rails, Shorebirds, and Terns.—Virginia and 


Sora Rails had a successful breeding season in 
northern New Jersey and on Long Island and were 
present in practically all favorable marshes. The 
Florida Gallinule likewise came through well. A 
pair of Am. Coots nested at Hewlett, L. I. 
(Berliner), a rather unusual record. A pair of 
Am. Oyster-catchers seen at Moriches Inlet, L, L., 
on June 2g and 25 (Wilcox, C. S. Robbins, A. 
Duvall) may presage a continued northerly ex- 
tension of the breeding range. Breeding Woodcock 
were rather generally reported and Wilson’s Snipe 
appeared in new locations and did well. The Up- 
land Sandpiper (Upland Plover) is still decreasing. 
A few nested near the remnants of the old Hemp- 
stead (L. I.) Plains, a former well-known habitat. 
The only other record of this bird came from Ben- 
nington, Vt., an adult and young (L. H. Ross). A 
Curlew Sandpiper was seen at Idlewild, L. I., June 
4 (Mayer). Black Terns showed a good increase 
in northern Vermont (R. H. Minns) . 

Doves, Cuckoos, Goatsuckers.—Reports indicate 
a somewhat better than normal breeding season for 
Mourning Doves; they are becoming more numer- 
ous in the northerly part of the range; a breeding 
pair at Wells River, Vt., is the first record for the 
locality (Wendell P. Smith). There are many 
comments regarding the absence of both species of 
cuckoo. This follows a very light spring migration 
of these birds. Only in the Green Mountains and 
in the Adirondacks was the status reported as nor- 
mal. A Chuck-will’s-widow was heard on June 22 
at Montclair, N. J. (Granger Davenport). The 
record seems well substantiated. 

Woodpeckers to Wrens.— Arctic Three-toed 
Woodpeckers were found regularly at points on 
the sides and around the base of Whiteface Moun- 
tain in the Adirondacks during the entire summer 
(G. M. M.). Two families of Gray Jays were seen 
in the Madawaska area of the Adirondacks on Aug. 
5 (G. M. M., J. J. E.). In Quebec, adult Common 
Ravens with young were in the Gatineau and Ot- 
tawa River valleys, one group on L. des Trente- 
et-un Milles, the other near L. Victoria (C.K.N.). 
Winter Wrens summered in a cold bog at Coopers- 
town, N. Y. (N. P. H.). Both Long-billed and 
Short-billed Marsh Wrens were near Hart Lake in 
the Adirondacks in mid-summer (J. J. E.) and 
another record from nearby Tupper Lake for Long- 
billed only (Agnes Amstutz). In neither case were 
nests found so that an extension of the range of 
the Long-billed cannot be claimed. 


Mockingbirds to Vireos—A Mockingbird at North 
Amherst, Mass., sang from June 7 on (S. A. Eliot, 
Jr.) and scattered reports of these birds show a 
slow northward advance. Brown Thrashers were 
rare or entirely absent in many parts of the Re- 
gion. For some undetermined reason the breeding 
season for the Am. Robin was not very successful. 
In parts of Connecticut the Wood Thrush has 
shown a marked increase (L. J. W.). The isolated 
and almost traditional Long Island breeding colony 
of the Hermit Thrush has prospered and shows 
some extension (J. J. E.). On July 6, in the Mada- 
waska area of the Adirondacks, 3 Ruby-crowned 
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Kinglets were found singing (G. M. M.). This 
bird is not definitely known to breed in New York 
State. Cedar Waxwings have been very abundant 
throughout the Region. 

Warblers—This year a chain of related circum- 
stances retarded the normal schedule of the warb- 
lers and perhaps reduced the breeding numbers. 
The foliage developed late, and on account of this 
the larvae of the Geometridae were scarce and 
many never reached mature larval stage. This so 
reduced the usual warbler food, that often these 
high feeding birds could be seen trying to pick up 
a living on the ground. Nesting was late and the 
song period carried over into July. A Brewster's 
Warbler was seen at Northampton, Mass., July 1 
(S. A. E., Jr.). At Ramsey, N. J., a male Law- 
rence’s Warbler was found mated with a Blue- 
winged; 5 eggs were successfully hatched (Mrs. 
J. Y. Dater, Jr.). The isolated breeding colony 
of Cerulean Warblers at Tivoli, N. Y., that has 
been occupied for years, has now been abandoned 
and this desertion may account for the appearance 
of these warblers about 75 miles further south on 
the Hudson River at Greenbrook near Alpine, 
N. J. Two singing birds were found here and a 
nest was located on June 6 (Mrs. J. Y. D., Jr.). On 
June 17 the nest was abandoned for no obvious rea- 
son but on July 13 adults were seen feeding 2 
voung at another nest nearby. The Louisiana 
Water-thrush is pressing north as a breeder in Ver- 
mont; several were heard singing along streams 
near Rutland at the opening of the breeding sea- 
son (Henry Potter). 


Finches and Sparrows.—A male Cardinal at Wills- 
boro, N. Y., on Lake Champlain south of Platts- 
burg, marks another northward step for this bird. 
There is increasing evidence of a growing popula- 
tion of Evening Grosbeaks in the East and it may 
be that a large part of our winter visitors are of 
this population. At Le Relais, in Quebec about 6o 
miles from Quebec city, 15 birds were feeding near 
a small hotel in early July. At Riviere Vermillion, 
Que., a flock of 15 Evening Grosbeaks was reported 
in mid-June (Pierre Belanger). One of the birds 
was picked up dead; it had been banded in Febru- 
ary 1950 at Glastonbury, Conn. Another banded 
bird was caught and released at L. a 1’Equerre, 
Charlevoix Co., Que., on July 24 (S. Tremblay). 
There were several similar birds nearby, one carry- 
ing a band. In Portneuf Co., Que., at L. aux-Sables 
another banded bird was picked up dead (Mrs. 
Alcide Leduc). All of these records are from the 
Canadian Zone in the spruce region (R. C.). In 
the Adirondacks a number remained throughout 
July when both adults and young were seen; they 
were last heard on Aug. 18 (G. M. M.). At Wil- 
braham, Mass., one male was seen on July 20 
(Dudley Ross). On May 14 in a small flock near 
Burlington, Vt., one bird was gathering twigs. A 
week later no Evening Grosbeaks could be found 
(Marion Smith). The Henslow’s Sparrow is ex- 
tending north in Vermont. It was first seen at 
Wells River in 1937 and several years elapsed be- 
fore it reappeared; in 1950, 5 or 6 pairs were pres- 
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ent through the breeding season in a small area 
(W. P. S.). On Basque Island on the south shore 
of the St. Lawrence near Trois-Pistoles, Que., sev- 
eral pairs of Fox Sparrows bred. This probably 
represents the most southerly breeding locality in 
the East. Near Paul Smiths, N. Y., 4 Lincoln’s 
Sparrows were singing as if on territory in early 
July (J. J. E.. G. M. M.).—Cuartes K. NICHOLs, 
American Museum of Natural History, New York 
a4, N.Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION, — The 
summer was unusually cool, with June somewhat 
dry and a rather wet July. No severe storms oc- 
curred on the 
and few, 
if any, nesting 
colonies were 
damaged. 
Herons and 
Ibises. — W. B. 
Wright reported 
that American 
and Snowy Eg- 
rets and Little 
Blue Herons 
were fewer than 
last vear at Stone 
Harbor, N. J., 
but that there 
some in- 
crease in Yellow-crowned Night Herons. He also 
reported a Great Blue Heron colony in northern 
Cape May County, with 35 active nests in June. 
Frederick Poole found a Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron nest near Thorofare, Gloucester Co., N. J., 
on May 25, 50 feet up in a Pin Oak and con- 
taining 2 well-grown young. This was the first 
record for the county. W. R. Middleton counted 
164 Little Blue Herons coming into the Paulsboro, 
N. J., rookery on July 15, 150 in blue plumage. 
3 in pied, and 11 in white. Fred Scott’s counts 
indicate about 100 Am. Egrets in the Richmond- 
Hopewell, Va., area in mid-June. A_ Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron appeared in Washington on 
June 25 (I. R. Barnes, S. A. Briggs). Barnes made 
a high count of 17 Least Bitterns at Dyke, Va., 
one June 25. A single Glossy Ibis was seen on 
Assateague Is., Md., on June 11, (Buckalew 
and Mellinger) . 
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Geese.—An extremely late Brant was seen near 
Ocean City, Md., on May 20. 

Hawks and Owls——A Broad-winged Hawk seen 
by J. H. Grey near Williamsburg, Va., on June g 
is of interest, as there are few summer records 
in eastern Virginia. A Marsh Hawk nest with 5 
eggs was found by Robert Haines near Mt. Laurel, 
N. J. June 7. C. E. Stevens saw one of these 
hawks at Henley’s Lake, Albemarle Co,, Va., July 
15. Mrs. Roberta Fletcher saw an Osprey carrying 
sticks to the nest on March g in Caroline Co., 
Md., and Grey found young near Williamsburg 
on May 29. At Blackwater Refuge, H. Kolb found 
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a young Barn Owl almost ready to fly on June 
25. On March 21, Joseph Jacobs climbed to a 
Great Horned Owl nest, which he had discovered 
near Moorestown, N. J., and found one young 
bird perched on a pile of 7 headless Norway Rats. 
Another nest, with 2 young, was found near Had- 
donfield, N. J., by George Regensburg, who also 
found a Long-eared Owl nest with 4 eggs near 
Mt. Laurel, N. J., on April 22. A. Nye found 
a Short-eared Owl nest with 1 or 2 eggs at Lees- 
burg, Va., on April 17. 

Rails.—Mrs. Fletcher found a King Rail nest 
with 8 eggs on June 2g in Caroline County, Md. 
Grey reported a Clapper Rail nest with 9 eggs 
at Seaford, Va., on May 22. Clapper Rails ap- 
peared to have a successful breeding season in the 
Chincoteague marshes of coastal Virginia. The ab- 
sence of storms or exceptionally high tides during 
the time most eggs were being incubated in late 
May and early June insured a high percentage of 
success. Robert Stewart found 79 occupied nests 
in 47 acres of this marsh. 

Shorebirds.—Am. Oyster-catchers were reported 
in N. J. at Stone Harbor, Tuckerton, and Beach 
Haven Inlet, which indicates a slow but steady 
increase in these birds. A Wilson’s Plover with 
a small chick was seen at Beach Haven Inlet on 
July 15 by A. E. Eynon. Mrs. Fletcher found an 
early Killdeer nest with 3 eggs on March go in 
Caroline Co., Md. Many shorebirds remained on 
the Marvland coastal islands until late June. Un- 
usually high counts of 350 Hudsonian Curlews and 
150 Dowitchers were made at Chincoteague, Va., 
on May 20 by R. E. Stewart and others. Harvey 
Moore reported 8 Upland Sandpipers (Upland 
Plover) at Evesboro, N. J., on July 9. Two North- 
ern Phalaropes, rare in Virginia, were seen at 
Chincoteague causeway on May 20 (R.E.S. et al.). 
A single Hudsonian Godwit was seen on Assatea- 
gue Is., Md., on Aug. 139 (Mellinger and R. E. 
Stewart) . 

Terns.—A Caspian Tern was noted at Middle 
River, Md., on Julv 12 by Edwin Willis. A 
Least Tern nest was found by John Miller in mid- 
June on a sand expanse recently dredged from the 
Delaware River at Tinicum, Philadelphia. This 
seems to be the first Pennsylvania nesting record. 
Grey and Scott found Least Tern nests on May 
22 at Seaford, Va., with 1, 2 and 3g eggs, and 
other emptv scrapes. 

Goatsuckers, Flycatchers—The calls of Chuck- 
will’s-widows were heard throughout the summer 
by Mr. and Mrs. N. J. McDonald near their home 
at Erma, N. J. As many as g birds were heard 
at times, with a bird still calling on Aug. 6; no 
nest was found. Frank McLaughlin found a Com- 
mon Nighthawk nest with 2 eggs on June 5 in 
an open field near Glassboro, N. J. A Traill’s 
Flycatcher nest with 1 egg was found on June 20 
at Delair N. J., and a Least Flyeatcher nest, 
first record for Burlington Co., on June 21, both 
by Regensburg. A Traill’s Flycatcher, singing the 
mid-western (fitz-bew) song, was heard in Wash- 
ington on July 15 (E. G. Davis, J. E. Willoughby) . 


Larks, Swallows, Jays—A Horned Lark seen on 
April go and 2 on May 20 by Grey at Williams- 
burg, Va., were possibly nesting. He found Purple 
Martins fairly common at the same place. Grey 
also noted young Blue Jays on the wing at Wil- 
liamsburg on June 6, and building was again be- 
gun on June 16. The Blue Jay is a rare bird near 
the coast in Virginia. Scott saw one at Virginia 
Beach on July 3. 

Nuthatches to Waxwings.—Royster Lyle reports 
a Brown-headed Nuthatch nest just south of 
Danville, the first for upper Piedmont Virginia. 
On a boat trip to Dyke Marsh (Va.) on June 25, 
Barnes counted 87 singing Long-billed Marsh 
Wrens; and Scott found a nest on May 22 at Sea- 
ford, Va. Stevens has decided that the Short- 
billed Marsh Wrens occurring at Hatton, Albe- 
marle Co., Va., after mid-summer are only early 
migrants, arriving in late July and then singing 
and building dummy nests. Robbins heard 2 at 
Linden, Warren Co., Va., on Aug. 16, and 2 were 
heard at Patuxent Refuge on Aug. 8 (R.ES.) 
A very unusual record is that of a flock of 12 
Mockingbirds seen at Delair, N. J., on July 20 by 
Lawrence Corn. He also reported a pair of East- 
ern Bluebirds raising 3 broods, 2 of 5 and 1 of 
4 at Masonville, N. J., in the same nest box. A 
Cedar Waxwing nest at Cape May Courthouse, 
N. J., by Wright in early July seems to be the 
only breeding record for the county. 


Warblers—A Prothonotary Warbler nest with 
1 eggs and a Cowbird egg was discovered by 
Regensburg at Parvin’s State Park, N. J., on June 
11. Mrs. Frank Parker had reported the birds 
present. On July 2 McLaughlin found another 
nest not more than 50 feet away. A _ Yellow- 
throated Warbler was building a late nest at New 
Alexandria, Va., on May 30 (J. M. Abbott). The 
Cerulean Warbler continues to breed in the Penny- 
field area, near Seneca, Md., where 5 were noted 
on June 3. 


Icterids and Sparrows.—Grey found Cowbirds in 
the Williamsburg, Va., area on May 22 and June 
5. A possibly breeding Bobolink was present in 
June in the lower Frederick Valley, Md. (E.G.D.) ; 
2 early migrants were seen along the Nanticoke 
River, near Vienna, Md., on Aug. 7 (R.ES.). 
The Blue Grosbeak is consolidating its northward 
movement. A pair were seen in late June and 
through July at Masonville, N. J. (Corn); a male 
at Brooklawn, N. J., and another at Thorofare, 
N. J., during July (Wright). The species was 
reported from Central Maryland at Pennyfield, 
Poolesville, and College Park. Robbins heard 5 
singing males in July in 2 miles at Beltsville Re- 
search Center, Md., and 1 on Aug. 14 at Water- 
lick, Warren Co., Va. A male Dickcissel was col- 
lected in the Buckeystown area in lower Frederick 
Valley, Md., on May 2 and another seen there on 
June 13 (Brooke Meanley and R.E.S.). June was 
noteworthy for Savannah Sparrows, possibly breed- 
ing, in the Buckeystown area in the lower Fred- 
erick Valley, Md. (R.E.S.). The Henslow’s Spar- 
row is spreading very rapidly around Charlottes- 
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ville, Va., where Stevens found 7 new locations this 
summer. The Pine-woods Sparrow was reported 
from College Park, Md., on June g (Meanley, 
et al.), and from Lorton, Va.—JULIAN K. Potter, 
437 Park Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. 
Murray, 6 White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION.— 
In the northern part of the Region both tempera- 
ture and rainfall somewhat below normal, 
especially in 


were 
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rainfall was 
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June and early 
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Pelicans, 
Ibises. — At 
Cape Romain Refuge, S. C., the Brown Pelican 


colony produced an estimated 800 young, an in- 
crease of 300 over last year (P. Sturm). Near 
Charleston nearly an entire colony of perhaps 1000 
pairs of White Ibises, some of which had nests 
containing 1 or 2 eggs on May 4, moved away 
prior to hatching of eggs. They were apparently 
unmolested and the cause for moving was un- 
known (N. H. Seebeck). The status of from 2 to 
6 Wood Ibises feeding at North River, St. Marys, 
Ga., from May 25 through June 10 is uncertain 
(R. Kuerzi). 

Ducks through Turkeys.—At Pea Island Refuge, 
N. C., most Black Duck broods were awing by 
July 1. At the same Refuge, Gadwall bred in ap- 
parently increasing numbers; on July 1, 38 broods 
(average 7.7 birds) of flightless young were counted 
(Baldwin and Turner). On Bull’s Island, Cape 
Romain Refuge, Wood Ducks had late broods of 
flightless young on Aug. 6 (Baldwin). A nest of 
the Red-tailed Hawk in a tree felled in Thomas 
Co., Ga., on Feb. 15 held 2 fresh eggs. A parent 
bird was flushed from another nest in the same 
county, Feb. 23 (H. L. Stoddard). Bob-whites 
nesting on hill lands in the Thomas-Grady County 
region of Georgia were adversely affected by the 
drought and heat in June resulting in a notice- 
ably small crop. On the other hand, wild Tur- 
keys in the region, favored by the weather pat- 
tern, enjoyed a large hatch and high survival of 
poults (H.L.S.). The first Turkev nest was found 
at Coleraine, Ga., Feb. 1, although no voung were 
noted until May 6 (F. V. Hebard). 

Gallinules through Terns.—Late nesting of the 
Florida Gallinule on Cape Romain Refuge, S. C., 
was indicated by the finding of eggs on July 25, 
half-grown young on Aug. 6, and very small young 
on Aug. 8 (Baldwin). An Am. Oyster-catcher nest 
on Oysterbed Island, Chatham Co., Ga., that held 
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one egg on April 23 was early (G. Rossignol). On 
the Romain Refuge, S. C., an estimated 150 young 
Oyster-catchers were produced this season (Sturm), 
A rather early nesting of the Killdeer near Colum- 
bia, S. C., is indicated by 3 young seen April 18 
(Mrs. G. E. Charles). The first definite record of 
the occurrence and breeding of the Black-necked 
Stilt in Georgia was made by Ivan Tomkins when 
he discovered a pair on Hutchinson Island, Chat- 
ham Co., on June 22. By July 2 one egg, which 
proved infertile, had been laid. The male was 
collected July 12 after which the female was noted 
a few days more. At the Romain Refuge, Sturm 
reported the following estimated young produced: 
Laughing Gulls, 100 (less than last year); Royal 
Terns, 12,000 (more than last year); Least Terns, 


goo; Cabot’s Terns, 125; Gull-billed Terns, 100; 
and Black Skimmers, 400. 

Doves through Flycatchers.—Possibly indicative 
of an early breeding season for the Mourning 


Dove was a bird cooing at Columbia, S. C., Jan. 
16 (Mrs. Charles) and a nest with one egg in 
Baker Co., Ga., Feb. 20 (M. Hopkins). Also early 
was a Ground Dove’s nest in Baker Co., Ga., that 
held 2 eggs on Jan. 23 (Hopkins). At Columbia, 
S. C., Mrs. Charles noted the mating of a pair 
of Yellow-billed Cuckoos on July 24, suggesting 
a second brood. Two late nests of the Common 
Nighthawk under observation in Grady Co., Ga., 
were terminated before hatching during the last 
week in July, at a time when the species was be- 
ginning to flock over the fields in pre-migration 
manner (H.L.S.) A Gray Kingbird at St. Marvs, 
Ga., July 14 (R. Kuerzi) may have nested on the 
nearby coast. Single Eastern Phoebes, apparently 
unmated, summered at Luthersville, Meriwether 
Co., Ga. (W. W. Griffin) and at Appling, Colum- 
hia Co., Ga. (J.F.D.), both of which are south of 
the known breeding range. At Charlotte, N. C., 
a pair of phoebes resumed construction of a nest 
that was half-built late last season for use 
(B.R.C.). 


Horned Lark.—This species continued the trend 
in recent vears of extending its range in the South- 
east as evidenced bv the first breeding records for 
South Carolina and this Credit 
for discovering its breeding at the Fair Grounds, 
Columbia, S. C., goes to Mrs. Clyde Sisson and 
J. H. Fowles. When found on June 12 there were a 
pair of adults and two immatures which were fed 
occasionally by the parents. The birds remained in 
the area until June 30, during which period they 
were studied and photographed by several ob- 
servers. In Georgia, a nest was found at Russel 
Field near Rome on April 9 by William W. Griffin. 
It held 3 well-incubated eggs which were collected. 

Swallows, Wrens—At Cape Romain Refuge 
where Barn Swallows were first recorded breeding 
in South Carolina in 1946, 4 nests were found 
this season (H. Mills). Carolina Wrens began 
carrying nesting material as early as Jan. go at 
Eastover, S. C., and Feb. 6 at Columbia, S. C. 
A Long-billed Marsh Wren nest on Oysterbed 
Island, Chatham Co., Ga., that contained one egg 
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on April 23 was rather early (J.F.D.). The House 
Wren is another species which has been extend- 
ing its range southward in recent years and was 
expected to make its appearance soon in the 
mountain valleys of South Carolina and Georgia. 
Entirely unexpected, however, was the discovery 
by E. P. Odum and D. Johnston of the breeding 
of this bird at Athens deep in the Piedmont of 
Georgia (first state record). Iwo females mated 
to a single male nested in metal fence posts of 
the poultry pens on the College of Agriculture 
campus. Several of the young were banded and 
the male collected for sub-specific determination. 


Mockingbirds, Thrushes, Vireos.—Farly nesting 
of Mockingbirds was indicated by nest building 
at Aynor, S. C., March 16 (Mrs. Causey) and 
fledged, stub-tailed young at Charleston, April 9 
(R. Carroll). An early attempt at nesting near 
Atlanta was made by a Brown Thrasher that was 
noted sitting on a nest on Feb. 21; it later de- 
serted (Mrs. J. C. Mathews). Three broods of 
{m. Robins noted at Wilmington, N. C., this sea- 
son mark the fourth year of nesting so far south 
on the coast. At Southern Pines, N. C., an early 
brood of Eastern Bluebirds were noted clamoring 
in the nesting box, March 28 (Mrs. F. A. Robin- 
son). In the vicinity of St. Marys, Ga., the total 
absence of Yellow-throated and Red-eyed Vireos 
during the breeding season was unusual (R. 
Kuerzi) . 

Warblers Sparrows.—Vhe — apparent 
breeding of the Prothonotary Warbler in north- 
ern Lincoln Co., Ga., marks the interior limit of 
its range along the Savannah River (J.F.D.). On 
June 4, Griffin and Sciple found Parula Warblers 
breeding in the Flint River Swamp near Fayette- 
ville, Fayette Co., Ga., this being the first breed- 
ing record for the Piedmont of that State. A first 
record for the region was the breeding of the 
Yellow-throated Warbler at High Shoals, 20 miles 
southeast of Athens, Ga. (D. Johnston). Appar- 
ently the first reported breeding record for the 
Kentucky Warbler in the Coastal Plain of North 
Carolina was made at Mt. Olive (about 60 miles 
inland) in early June when a nest of 3 young 
was found by Bob Holmes III. Brown-headed 
Cowbirds, first noted breeding in Georgia in 1946, 
seem to be increasing in that State. Thev were 
noted during the breeding season this year at 
Dalton (Mrs. Hamilton), at Atlanta (R. Parks). 
at Hapeville near Atlanta (Griffin and Sciple) and 
at Athens (D. Johnston). The first Dickcissel nest 
to be found at Athens, Ga., in 25 years held 4 
eggs on May 16 (D. Johnston). Breeding of the 
Painted Bunting at Columbia, S. C., possibly 
the inland edge of its range, is indicated by the 
presence of adult and immature birds from June 
2 to the end of the period (Mrs. Sisson). A most 
unexpected extension of range was the discovery 
of Song Sparrows breeding at Milledgeville, 
Baldwin Co., in central Georgia. Two pairs raised 
two broods each in shrubbery about the G.S.C.W. 
campus (B. Tait and K. Weaver). The previous 
most southern breeding point known was Cor- 


through 


nelia, Habersham Co., Ga.—J. FrRep DENTON, 1510 
Pendleton Rd., Augusta, Ga., E. B. CHAMBERLAIN, 
Charleston Museum, Charleston, S. C., and B. R. 
CHAMBERLAIN, Matthews, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—In north Florida, inland 
waters continued to recede offering an attraction 
to shorebirds. Temperatures were slightly above 

normal in June, and 
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peared in July. In the 
Vallahassee area, Dr. Henry M. Stevenson reported 
the fall movement of warblers rather late this 
vear with few individuals being noted by the end 
of July; but the spring migration of shorebirds 
continued until early June and fall migration was 
under way in mid-July. 

Terns, Pelicans—One Black Tern, first for the 
summer, was seen near Woodville, July 26, but 
they were common at St. Marks Light, July 29 
(H. M. Stevenson). About 40 Brown Pelicans 
nested this summer on Bottlepoint Key, near Ta- 
vernier and had well-grown young by Aug. 4 
(Robert P. Allen). 

Shorebirds—About 18 Semipalmated, 2 Western, 
and 1 Spotted Sandpiper, and 3 Ringed Plover 
were at Lake Lafayette, June 1. Three Semipal- 
mated and 2 White-rumped Sandpipers were at 
the same locality, June 4. This is the first Leon 
County record for the latter species. ‘Two Greater 
and 1 Lesser Yellow-legs had returned, July 18. 
All above individuals were in breeding plumage. 
\ late Red-backed Sandpiper was at Alligator 
Point, June 8. On Dog Island, Black-bellied Plo- 
ver, Ruddy Turnstone, Dowitcher, Semipalmated 
Sandpiper and Sanderling were present until June 
13; at the same place Piping Plover, Least Sand- 
piper, Dowitcher and Western Sandpiper had re- 
turned by July 22. Pectoral and Spotted Sand- 
pipers had arrived at St. Marks Light, July 29 
(Stevenson). Flocks totaling 500 Willets were 
observed by plane over the lower Keys, chiefly 
between Boca Chica and Big Pine, Aug. 14 
(R.P.A.). A Marbled Godwit on Dog Island, June 
1g and July 22, probably summered there. Four 
voung Killdeer, barely able to fly, were with their 
parents at Lake Lafayette, July 25. 

Kites —Twelve Swallow-tailed Kites were migrat- 
ing over Homestead, July 18 (R.P.A.). Mississippi 
Kites were seen at Lake Jackson, June 11 (Wil- 
liam Cross) and near Wakulla Springs, July 27 
(Richard West and H. M. Stevenson). 








Pigeons.—Gerald F. Baker, Refuge Manager, 
USFWS, reported that White-crowned Pigeons 
caused considerable concern when they failed to 


appear in numbers on the Keys until July. In 
spite of their late arrival the nesting season was 
successful. 


Passerine Birds.—Small flocks of Gray Kingbirds 
were gathering for migration along the Upper 
Keys, Aug. 14. Migrant flocks of Purple Martins 
were at Tavernier, Aug. 2. One Eastern Kingbird 
noted at Matecumbe, Aug. 25. Steady pas- 
sage of small flocks of Barn Swallows occurred 
at Tavernier Aug. 14-31 (R.P.A.). Barn Swallows 
were seen at St. Marks Light and 80 Rough-wings 
near Woodville, July 29. Two Purple Martins, 
female or immature, were on Alligator Point, June 
8. Two singing Yellow-breasted Chats were at the 
breeding station near Shell Point, May 27 (Steven- 
\ male Indigo Bunting 5 miles northeast 
of Spring Creek, June 6, probably indicates an 
extension southward of the breeding range (Steven- 
son and West). A male Black and White Warbler, 
July 17, and a female Am. Redstart, July 26, were 
seen at Marathon (Mrs. Francis V. Crane). Am. 
Redstarts were reported at Tavernier on July go 


was 


son). 


and Aug. 28, and a Parula Warbler on Aug. 26 
(R.P.A.). Most interesting is the continual pres- 
ence of Yellow Warbler (Cuban) at Key West. 


One bird was heard in song on May go. On June 
g, Mrs. Frances Hames and Florence Baldwin of 
the Monroe County Audubon Society heard 2 sing- 
ing birds, 1 in the distance. The area was visited 
weekly until July 8. One male was very active 
within about 14-mile radius of clumps of man- 
groves growing in the water; the trees were 20-25 
feet high and the observers could not locate the 
nest. Lichtenstein Orioles again nested in Miami 
this summer. The first birds were noted on April 
j. A young bird hatched about May 1. A later 
hatch occurred in July, 3 young being found to- 
gether out of the nest on the 22nd. Oddly all 3 
birds were of different sizes and ages but were 
being fed by the same female parent (Marguerite 
Michaud) —CHARLES W. BROOKFIELD, National Au- 


dubon Society, 13 McAllister Arcade, Miami, Fla. 


ONTARIO-WESTERN NEW YORK REGION.— 
The summer developed slowly. It was cooler, with 
less sunshine and more precipitation than usual, 
but no protracted heat spells were experienced. 
Due, no doubt, to the tardiness of the spring 
flight, many migrants lingered into June. At Gull 


Island, off Port Maitland, for instance, Harold 
Mitchell found Ruddy Turnstones and White- 
rumped, Red-backed and Semipalmated  Sand- 


pipers still present on June 18. High lake-levels 
in August (1334 inches higher than a year ago 
on Lake Ontario) covered mudflats which are 
ordinarily exposed, and there was a consequent 
scarcity of shorebird habitat and shorebirds on 
their return flight. During that month, observers 
at Lake St. Clair and Toronto reported “no mud- 
flats available,” and we have no reason to doubt 
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the situa- 
tion_ prevailed 
throughout _ this 
region, along the 
shores of the low- 
Apolo- 
gies are extended 
to our many cor- 
respondents for 
our incorporating 
into this report 
certain records 
which ought to 
have pub- 
lished in the 
spring. Your con- 
tributor was away 
all June and July on Museum field work and 
many important notes from the spring season 
were not available to him when he compiled the 
spring report. 
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er lakes. 
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Grebes—An Eared Grebe at Morgan’s Point, 
Niagara Peninsula, March 7, for instance, ought 
to be placed on record (Dr. and Mrs. H. Axtell, 
B. Nathan, E. Seeber). It followed closely the 
taking of the first Ontario specimen at Niagara 
Falls, Feb. 6. 

Pelicans, Gannets.—White Pelicans were in the 
limelight. First, Mrs. Pixley found g at Stafford’s 
Pond, Oak Orchard Swamp (between Rochester 
and Buffalo), April 28. They remained until the 
morning of the goth. That evening, 3 (same 
birds?) were seen east of Rochester. Then, on 
June 9, Don Perks saw a flock of 25, in single 
file, flying westward into a 25 to go m.p.h. wind, 
off Lorne Park, an extremely rare sight for the 
‘Toronto region. And finally, 1 was seen on the 
Niagara River, June 18 to 20 (M. & D. Brundage). 
First Buffalo record of the Brown Peliean was 
one on the Niagara River, June 19 to 26 (Dr. and 
Mrs. FE. Shelman). On July 2, it, or another, was 
seen by William Allair at Hanford Bay, N. Y. 
\n immature Gannet at Point Pelee, June 25, 
was observed by Gordon Lambert. 


Herons, Ibises—Best record was a Louisiana 
Heron at Braddock’s Bay, N. Y., on June 1 
(W. Listman, reported by A. Klonick). Almost 


this latitude, were 2 Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons in the Niagara area: one at McNab, 
May 7 (Axtells, Nathan, Seeber), the other at 
Grand Island, June 19 (C. Robbins, A. Duvall). 
Similarly worthy of record was the Glossy Ibis 
that Raetz found on May 6, at the Ling Road 
Swamp, Rochester. It remained until the 17th. 
Waterfowl—In 1947, Harold Hanson obtained 
aerial photographs of small young Snow Geese 
at Cape Henrietta Maria, at the mouth of James 
Bay. This year, on June 28, Flyway Biologist Art 
Hawkins flew over the Cape and saw several hun- 
dred Snow Geese, including at least 3 downy young 
with their parents. These are the first reports 
of Snow Geese nesting in Ontario. Hawkins also 
saw several hundred Blue Geese (same place, same 
day), without obtaining any breeding evidence. 
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A concentration of Gadwall (probably unprece- 
dented in this region)—104 birds—was counted 
at Point Pelee, April 7, by H. Lancaster. To the 
6 European Widgeon reported last spring, add 1 
at Wolcottsville, N. Y., April 8, and i at Rochester, 
April 22 to May 6. A second breeding-place for 
the Redhead in Ontario was established by Bi- 
ologist H. G. Lumsden, Dept. of Lands and 
Forests, August 7, when he saw 2 broods (1 in 
the downy stage) at Charter Island, Hay Bay, 
Lennox-Addington County. <A guide reported a 
brood there in 1949. This locality is goo miles 
east Of the only other modern breeding in this 
province (Lake St. Clair, 1949). Broods of Ring- 
necked Ducks continue to be reported in southern 
Ontario, where the species never bred so far as 
is known, until 1939. This season, according to 
Lumsden, they bred for the first time on Mani- 
toulin Island (northern Lake Huron), and at 
Conroy's Marsh, north Hastings County (11 groups 
of downy young, July 28). Previous broods in 
southern Ontario were in Muskoka District (1939) , 
Renfrew County (1943) and Algonquin Park 
(1947). North of North Bay, of course, they nest 
across northern Ontario. 

Vultures and Hawks.—An interesting record of 
the Turkey Vulture in northern Ontario came in 
from R. W. Trowern (fully-grown immature, Au- 
gust 12, 16 miles south of Elk Lake, 100 miles 
north of North Bay). Trowern’s transfer in March 
to New Liskeard, while a serious blow to his 
Toronto associates, has already produced a good 
many valuable distribution records, including 
some range extensions, from the area 50 to 100 
miles north of North Bay. At the southern edge 
of its breeding range was a Pigeon Hawk with 
nest and 5 young at Minden, Haliburton County, 
Ont., found by Robert Stocker (2 of the young 
were examined on July 16 by Dr. A. E. Allin). 

Turkeys.—Occurrence of a few wild Turkeys at 
Olean, N. Y., 3 miles north of the Pennsylvania 
line, south of Buffalo (mentioned in a previous 
report), was further substantiated by the finding 
of a dead bird there, March 28, by Mr. Wonder. 
These birds had undoubtedly moved into New 
York State from Pennsylvania. 

Shorebirds.—Although extremely rare at Toronto 
in spring, an Am. Golden Plover was seen there 
on May 28 by Perks, W. Martin and J. Sherrin. 
Upland Sandpipers (Upland Plover) continue to 
show an encouraging increase in this region. One 
observation of 50 in mid-June from Keith Rey- 
nolds (London and Nissouri Townships, Ont.) is 
typical. At least 3 pairs were seen during the 
summer at the lakehead (Fort William-Port Ar- 
thur) , where the species is an uncommon summer 
resident (Allin). A Willet at Pelee Island, June 8 
(Baillie), seems worth a mention. And a day- 
record for the Dowitcher in the Buffalo region was 
established on July 16 by Win. Brockner and the 
Tulinoffs, at Yacht Harbor, Ont. (Niagara Penin- 
sula) . 

Gulls and Terns.—The first breeding record of 
the Herring Gull in the area covered by Todd’s 
‘Birds of Western Pennsylvania’ was made this 


season by W. C. Baker, F. Buchanan and J. David- 
son, July 23, when they saw a downy young bird 
at Presque Isle State Park, Erie, Pa. Elsewhere on 
Lake Erie, Herring Gulls breed only on islands 
immediately west of Pelee Island, and on Mohawk 
Island, off Port Maitland, Niagara Peninsula. 
There is no record of Forster’s Terns nesting any- 
where within the province of Ontario or elsewhere 
in the region covered by this report. Nine birds, 
seen July 15 at Long Point Bay, Canadian shore of 
Lake Erie, by R. Scovell and Frank Mueller, how- 
ever, suggest possible breeding there. 

Doves to Goatsuckers——A very large summer 
flock of Mourning Doves (for this region) was 
seen at Bowmanville, Ont., in late July, by Dr. 
Allin (200 birds). At the lakehead (Fort William 

Port Arthur), Allin reports “more than usual” 
during the summer. It is just an occasional sum- 
mer visitant there. Louise de Kiriline Lawrence 
established the northernmost record of the Yellow- 
billed Cuckoo in eastern Ontario when she had 
one at her place at Rutherglen (east of North 
Bay), May 25 to June 10. In western Ontario, 
there are at least 2 records farther north. A north- 
ward extension in the breeding range of the 
Black-billed Cuckoo was reported by Dr. Jack 
Satterly—one with a single young on Aug. 20 in 
Munro Township, east of Matheson (150 miles 
north of North Bay). Two nests of the Barn Owl 
along the lower edge of Ontario seem worthy of 
mention: one with a brood of young in the belfry 
of the Blenheim town hall (reported June 17 by 
Harry Wressell); and one with g young about 
ready to fly in a barn at Queenston, Aug. 20 (Mrs. 
Gertrude Selby). An interesting northern occur- 
rence of the Whip-poor-will was made by Fred 
Bodsworth on July 24 at Cairn Lake, in the Que- 
tico Provincial Park. He was informed by Sigurd 
Olson that it was the first he (Olson) had heard 
anywhere in the Park in 25 years. Whip-poor- 
wills, however, summer casually in other places at 
about the same latitude (Fort William and Port 
Arthur, 100 miles east, and Off Lake, Rainy River 
District, 100 miles west). Satterly saw an individ- 
ual in Munro Township, Aug. 22, a new northern 
record for eastern Ontario. 

Wood peckers—A new northern record for the 
Red-bellied Woodpecker was made by Mrs. Bat- 
kin on June 27 at Minden, Haliburton Co., Ont. 
(reported by Mrs. Barbara Jaquith) . 

Flycatchers, Thrushes, Vireos.—Seeber identified 
an Acadian Flycatcher at Erie Beach (Niagara 
Peninsula), May 28, and Baillie found upwards 
of 6 pairs summering on Pelee Island. Brown 
Thrashers are only occasional summer residents in 
the Port Arthur-Fort William area. This summer, 
there were more than usual present, according to 
Allin. Trowern’s discovery that the Veery was 
common in June (nest with 4 eggs, June g) at 
New Liskeard (85 miles north of North Bay), 
marked a northward extension in the breeding 
range of this species in eastern Ontario. Colonel 
L. S. Dear and Dr. Allin reported Eastern Blue- 
birds much more prevalent than usual this sum- 
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mer in the Port Arthur—Fort William area. And 
Vince Crichton and Douglas Miller came up with 
the most northerly record for eastern Ontario of 
the Yellow-throated Vireo—one at Schewabick 
Lake, Chapleau (225 miles north-west of North 
Bay), June 12. There are 2 more northerly rec- 
ords in western Ontario (Lake of the Woods). 
Warblers—Two additional Worm-eating Warb- 
lers in southern Ontario in May deserve mention 
—one on the 16th at Cedarvale Ravine, Toronto 
(Dr. R. M. Saunders); the other at Point Pelee 
on the goth (Jack & Robert Bateman, Don Smith). 
In our spring report, mention was made of the 
unprecedented number of Yellow-breasted Chats 
(9) at Toronto, May 7 to 16. Two other May 
observations there should be added, as well as 3 
at Rochester, May 6 to 30; and 6 at Buffalo, May 


6 to 26. These 20 observations (May 6 to go) 
constitute an all-time record for anv month in 
the area enclosed by the three cities mentioned. 


It is significant that the northernmost record for 
the species (seen May 24 and 25 at West Ferris, 
near North Bay, by Hazel Petty and reported by 
Mrs. Lawrence) should have been made during 
the same month. At the west end of Lake Erie, 
at least 6 pairs (2 nests) were found during the 
summer by Baillie at Pelee Island, and another 
6 pairs (3 nests) at Point Pelee by Lambert— 
more summering birds than usual, even for the 
Pelee area, where Chats are of more normal oc- 
currence. Three Hooded Warblers at Toronto, 
Hamilton, and Long Point, March 28 to April 9 
(mentioned in the spring report), were followed 
by 1 found dead at Niagara Falls, April 14; 2 at 
Eden, N. Y., May 7; 1 at Rondeau Park, Ont., 
May 15, and the almost unbelievable total of 42 
seen on the annual spring field-day of the Buffalo 
Ornithological Society, May 21. 

Blackbirds—A further extension northward in 
the summering range of the Bobolink (except- 
ing a single occurrence at Moose Factory) is noted. 
One was seen twice in July (7th and 28th) by 
Satterly near Matheson (150 miles north of North 
Bay) on the same field where one was present in 
the summer of 1949; a pair was seen at Missanabie, 
June 26 and later (Crichton); E. W. Amos re- 
ported the summer presence of the species for 
several years, including 1950, at Kapuskasing. 
Matheson is 150 miles northeast of Chapleau (still 
our most northerly positive breeding station), 
Missanabie is 45 north, and Kapuskasing 120 north. 
Observations of Western Meadowlarks in south- 
ern Ontario continue to come in with increasing 
frequency. This year’s reports include 2 at St. 
Williams, Norfolk Co., May 4 (G. Giles); 1 at 
Scarboro, Toronto, through May (reported by 
Perks); it or another, present up to June 11 at 
Highland Creek, according to Bodsworth; 1 at 
Downsview, Toronto, May 15 (Mrs. Rudolph) ; 
and 1 in northern Perth Co., June 30 (Reynolds) . 


Finches and Sparrows.—Mrs. Lawrence reported 
in June that Indigo Buntings had ‘increased 
considerably’ as nesting birds at Rutherglen (east 
of North Bay) and Trowern saw one at New 
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Liskeard (85 miles north of there), July 16. The 
latter marked a new northern record for eastern 
Ontario. Although the known breeding range of 
the Clay-colored Sparrow in Ontario lies entirely 
from Sault Ste. Marie westward, the species has, 
nevertheless, occurred since 1924 in summer in 
various more southerly counties (Middlesex, Ren- 
frew, Huron, Simcoe, Manitoulin, Victoria, York, 
Muskoka and Halton). This year (1950), definite 
evidence of breeding in the more southerly parts 
of Ontario came from T. Swift, D. Scovell and 
D. West (young bird with parent, June 25, at 
Trafalgar, in the Toronto region). Bearing in 
mind the many records of summer occurrence in 
southern Ontario, one cannot help suggesting that 
the species has probably nested there, at least spor- 
adically, since it was first found at breeding-time 
in 1924.—JAMEs L. Battin, Royal Ontario Museum 
of Zoology, Toronto, Ont. 


APPALACHIAN REGION. — The Appalachian 
Region has been experiencing a number of seasons 
during which temperature and precipitation have 

departed from normal averages. 
| The summer of 1950 was no 














exception to this trend. The 
cool wet weather of the spring 


STATE 
COLLEGE 


HAGERSTOW 





PITTSBURG cumapaiand was carried through August, 
— Koxkangod | and at Morgantown, W. Va., 
sae bear wr only 3 summer days had maxi- 

Boccckesah cell mum temperatures’ which 
rogrempuTt unc LeU | reached go degrees. An excesss 
é; yy tEriEL of average daily temperatures 


MOREWEAD VA 
ny f° 7 


which had built up, due to the 


ELIZABETHTONe § | NC | 


| 
- mney “| abnormally warm winter, to al- 
KNOX VIL < | 4 
LA remn, CATtINGURY «| most 1000 degrees had been re- 







duced by September 1 to less 
than goo degrees. Precipitation 
by late summer showed an ex- 
cess of almost 7 inches. 

These departures from the 
climatological norm had a profound influence on 
certain natural phenomena. Butterflies of virtual- 
ly all species were remarkably scarce. Insect broods 
(the Mexican Bean Beetle, for example) whose 
emergences have been charted were 2 to 3 weeks 
late. Grasshoppers were almost missing in the 
fields during the heart of summer. Certain plants 
which require high temperatures for their inflor- 
escence failed to bloom, and others flowered long 
after their usual times. 
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As a concomitant to be expected, there were 
unusual numbers of late nestings among birds. 
Many species built nests (and in some cases suc- 
cessfully raised young) several weeks later than 
is normal. There was not the usual cessation of 
singing during August. At Morgantown, Wood 
Thrushes, White-eyed Vireos, Black and White 
Warblers and Scarlet Tanagers, usually almost 
silent in August, were still singing freely mornings 
and evenings. Whether or not they were mated 
birds, Bob-whites called continuously until past 





Christmas Count Dates, Dec. 23-Jan. 1. 





the middle of the month. A nest of this species, 
with 8 eggs, wes found at Morgantown on August 
17. On the same date W. C. Legg found a nest 
with eggs at Mt. Lookout, W. Va. He also reported 
Indigo Buntings out of the nest but unable to 
fly well on August 19. 


Due perhaps to a lack of seasonal insect food, 
there were reports of unusual bird damage to 
garden crops. D. Ralph Hostetter reported severe 
damage by English Sparrows to garden peas at 
Harrisonburg, Va., and likewise heavy depreda- 
tions on sweet corn by grackles. 

Loons through Ducks.—For such an inland region 
as the Appalachian highlands there were unusual 
reports of summering, but non-breeding, water- 
fowl. A Common Loon spent the summer at Mean- 
der Lake, Ohio (Vincent McLaughlin). At State 
College, Pa., William S. Clarke, Jr., recorded males 
of Ring-necked Duck, Am. Golden-eye, and Ruddy 
Duck, all summering at local ponds. <A _ Lesser 
Scaup was killed on June 18 on a farm pond 
near Mt. Lookout, W. Va. (W. C. Legg). A pair 
of Shovellers spent the summer at Evans Lake, 
Ohio (McLaughlin), but no evidences of breeding 
were found. 


Pied-billed Grebes nested at Evans Lake, Ohio, 
and at the fish hatchery at Leetown, W. Va. (Fred- 
eric R. Scott). McLaughlin reported that nesting 
ducks had an excellent season in northeastern 
Ohio, with Mallards, Blacks, Blue-winged Teal, 
and Wood Ducks in good numbers. In West Vir- 
ginia, Wood Ducks are increasing yearly, due per- 
haps to the presence of more areas of impounded 
water. 

“White” herons were remarkable for their scarc- 
ity throughout the region. The only Snowy Egret 
recorded was in Ohio on July 20 (McLaughlin). 
At Knoxville, Tenn., J. C. Howell reported that 
no Little Blue Herons were seen. Am. Egrets 
were entirely absent from many areas where they 
usually occur, and were notably scarce in others. 
McLaughlin found Black-crowned Night Herons in 
northeastern Ohio, and Scott recorded the species 
at Leetown, W. Va. Colonel and Mrs. Gordon 
Hemer found a Yellow-crowned Night Heron near 
Lexington, Va., on July 26. 

Hawks through Terns.—A sight record for Black 
Vulture at Pine Lake, Ohio, on July 20, is the 
first from the region (McLaughlin). Summer 
records of Bald Eagles from western Marvland are 
notably few, but Tom Thayer saw 2 at Deep 
Creek Lake, Garrett Co., during July. J. J. Murray 
saw one at Lexington, Va., on June 13. At least 
3 pairs of Marsh Hawks nested in Canaan Valley, 
Tucker Co., W. Va., according to W. R. DeGarmo. 
Ruffed Grouse, Turkeys, and Bob-white all had 
excellent nesting seasons, and promise to be un- 
usually abundant this fall. 

On June 4, Albert Tenney discovered a Sora 
nest, with 13 eggs, in Specht Marsh, Carroll Co., 
Ohio. Forest Buchanan, who reported the find, 
stated that to his knowledge, this is the first breed- 
ing record for the species in unglaciated Ohio. 
McLaughlin reported that Virginia and Sora Rails 


had an excellent year in northern Ohio, but that 
King Rails were notably scarce. At State College, 
Pa., a nest of Florida Gallinules, with 7 young, 
was unusual. Scott found three examples of this 
species at Leetown, W. Va., on June 19. He found 
Am. Coots at the same place on June 18-19. 


J. J. Murray reported a second brood (or re- 
nesting) of Killdeers near Lexington, Va., the 
young birds hatching on July 4. Clarke reported 
a number of Upland Sandpipers (Upland Plovers) 
on the Pennsylvania State College farms at State 
College, Pa., during the summer. Owen Hughes 
stated that Upland Sandpipers nested near Fort 
Ashby, Mineral Co., W. Va., a new region for the 
birds in the State. A Baird’s Sandpiper at Salt- 
ville, Va. (S. M. Russell), constitutes the second 
record for this species in southwestern Virginia. 
Clarke reported a Dowitcher, rare in the region, 
from State College, Pa., on July 11. A Red-backed 
Sandpiper at Cameron Pond, Va., on May 29 is 
the first record for this species in Rockbridge 
County (J. J. Murray). Three Black Terns ap- 
peared at Saltville, Va., on July 26 (S. M. Russell) , 
and have been in unusual numbers since. 


Owls Wood peckers—McLaughlin _ re- 
ported an unusual number of owls of various 
species breeding in northeastern Ohio. Short- 
eared Owls were present, but no nests were found. 
DeGarmo has been studying the distribution of 
Whip-poor-wills in the West Virginia mountains, 
and has found them sparingly up to 4000 feet, 
the highest elevation at which they have been 
noted. Common Nighthawks have not been pass- 
ing through northern and eastern West Virginia 
in usual numbers, but Ralph Edeburn wrote that 
they have been common in the Huntington, W. Va., 
region. He has had a pair of breeding nighthawks 
under observation constantly since late spring, and 
has established the fact that these birds had 2 
broods this year. The first brood hatched on 
June 1, and the second brood in the same spot 
on August 3. One of the young was still in the 
nest on Sept. 4. 

Passerine Birds. — Traill’s Flycatcher on the 
summit of Mt. Kephart, Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, Tenn., was reported by Geoffrey 
Carleton. The bird was found on June 14, at 
6400 feet elevation, and is, so far as I am aware, 
the first summer record for the species from the 
Tennessee-North Carolina mountains (the state 
line crosses the summit of Mt. Kephart). A very 
heavy swallow flight through the Morgantown 
region began on July 18, and continued until late 
August. First flights were of mixed species, but 
later flights were made up almost entirely of Cliff 
Swallows. DeGarmo reported heavy flights of these 
birds through the mountains, where they seem to 
have roosting areas which are frequented year 
after year. Common Ravens bred successfully at 
Cooper’s Rock, near Morgantown, and for the first 
time in some years the young were not, to my 
knowledge, disturbed. 


A chickadee taken by Frederic R. Scott at Camp 
Ann Bailey, Greenbrier Co., W. Va., was identified 


through 
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(by Alexander Wetmore) as an 
Black-capped Chickadee (Parus atricapillus prac- 
ticus). The elevation, 2000 feet, is a low one for 
this mountain race. For the first time on record, 
House Wrens nested in Knoxville, Tenn. (J. C. 
Howell). Evidence indicated that 3 pairs were 
present in one area. Bewick’s and Carolina Wrens 
nested in the same yard with a pair of House 
Wrens. Forest Buchanan reported both Long- 
billed and Short-billed Marsh Wrens in eastern 
Ohio, the former species becoming more common. 
At Glade Run, Tucker Co., W. Va., DeGarmo 
found at least 5 pairs of Short-billed Marsh Wrens, 
and also located them at 2 other stations. 


Appalachian 


\ Veery nest, the first on record from the State, 
was reported by Harvey Lovell from Black Moun- 
tain, Harlan Co., Ky. On June 15 it held 3 eggs. 
The elevation is 3800 feet. The same observer 
saw and heard a Least Flycatcher in Harlan 
County in June. This is the second summer 
record in modern times. Loggerhead (Migrant) 
Shrikes are usually quite rare in the West Vir- 
ginia mountains west of Allegheny Backbone. Dr. 
R. C. Conn and the writer found one near Cranes- 
ville, Preston Co., on Aug. 30, and another was 
found in early September at Bartow, W. Va., by 
William Wylie. White-eyed Vireos, uncommon in 
the Lexington, Va., region, were found at 2 loca- 
tions in July by Dr. J. J. Murray. 

Swainson’s Warblers apparently had a good year 
in West Virginia. W. C. Legg found them in usual 
numbers at Mt. Lookout, Ralph Edeburn recorded 
them in the Huntington region, and the writer 
found them in Kanawha and Logan Counties. 
Harris E. Johnson noted an apparent increase in 
Blue-winged Warblers in the Warren, Pa., region. 
DeGarmo found Nashville Warblers common sum- 
mer residents in certain parts of Tucker and Grant 
Counties, W. Va., while Gorman Bond and Robert 
E. Stewart found 2 singing males in Wolf Swamp 
in eastern Garrett Co., Md., on June 15. A Cerul- 
ean Warbler at 3800 feet on Apple Orchard Moun- 
tain, Va., on June 8, marks an altitude record 
for the Lexington region. 

\ Kentucky Warbler nest was found on July 4, 
in Mahoning County, Ohio. Two singing male 
Bobolinks reported by W. C. Legg from the Mt. 
Lookout, W. Va., region on June 20 mark perhaps 
the farthest south summer occurrence of this 
species in recent years. Orchard Orioles seemed 
notably scarce to several observers, but they were 
normally common in the Morgantown region. A 
male Summer Tanager at Poland, Ohio, on June 
28 (McLaughlin) is the first record for this species 
from the region. Scott reported a Red Crossbill 
at Gaudineer Knob, W. Va., on July 17. C. S. 
Robbins found Savannah Sparrows at Clear Spring, 
Md., on June go, the first summer record for this 
species from the Hagerstown Valley. DeGarmo 
reported both Savannah and Henslow’s Sparrows 
common in Canaan Valley, W. Va. 


One statement made in The Changing Seasons 
section of Audubon Field Notes for August 1950, 
should be corrected. Mr. DeGarmo (to whom my 
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editorship 
that Lark 


thanks are due for his assuming the 
during my absence) correctly reported 
Sparrows seen in Braxton County, W. Va., con- 
stitute the only recent record for the species in 
central West Virginia. The Season Summary omits 
the word recent. This would be of small impor- 
tance were it not that bird manuals habitually 
follow the notation under this species in the 1931 
Check-List which gives “northwestern West Vir- 
ginia” as the State’s range limits for the species, 
Actually there are many more published accounts 
of the breeding of Lark Sparrows in central West 
Virginia than in the northwestern portion of the 
State. Thiry years ago the birds were abundant 
residents in. Upshur, and surrounding, counties.— 
Maurice Brooks, West Virginia University, Mor- 
gantown, W. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION, The 
spring season was generally cold and cloudy with 
storms and floods during the early part of May. 
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apolis, Minn., 
Weather Bu- 
reau. Lake shipping was greatly retarded and the 
harbor at Duluth, Minn., full of ice on 
June 5. June was very dry and slightly warmer 
than usual. This was fortunate and perhaps in- 
creased the nesting success during the latter part 
of a season which had begun so hazardously. July 
was cool and southern Wisconsin received g inches 
of rain between July 9 and 12. The late season 
retarded plant growth and most observers felt the 
nesting season was about 2 weeks later than nor- 
mal. Other effects of the weather upon the nest- 
ing season will be dealt with in their proper 
sequence. 


was still 


Loons.—The migratory pattern of the Common 
Loon was very much upset and this species may 
have nested farther south than usual. One young 
was reared at Pleasant Lake, near Dalton, Barry 
Co., Mich. (L. H. Walkinshaw). Twelve birds 
were seen at Madison, Wis., July 23 (Alan Keitt), 
unusually far south for that season. A nest with 
2 eggs was found at Scenic State Park, Itasca Co., 
Minn., on June 1 (H. L. Gunderson). 

Pelicans, Herons—Five Brown Pelicans were seen 
at Grand Beach, Mich., on July 21 (James B. 
Fleugel). Am. Egrets nested again at Horicon 
Marsh, Wis. At least 2 nests with voung were 
observed on June 23 (Harold Mathiak) . 

Waterfowl—Seney National Wildlife Refuge at 
Germfask, Mich., had an excellent population of 
nesting Canada Geese (about 250 nests), and one 
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Canada Goose nested in an abandoned eagle nest 
about go feet above the ground (C. J. Henry). 

The greatly delayed spring migration and flooded 
conditions upset the nesting pattern of the water- 
fowl. At Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge near 
Holt, in northwestern Minnesota, there was a 
minimum of nesting sites for the land-nesting 
ducks with a resulting scarcity of these ducks dur- 
ing the nesting season, but an apparent increase 
in the numbers of nesting Redheads, Ring-necked 
Ducks, Canvas-backs, Lesser Scaups, Ruddy Ducks, 
Am. Coots, and Pied-billed Grebes (Robley Hunt) . 
The high water along the Mississippi River in 
Wisconsin discouraged ground-nesting ducks, but 
in other areas of that state waterfowl populations 
were good, especially those of the Blue-winged 
Teal (Ralph Hopkins). The delayed opening of 
northern lakes may have induced many to remain 
in Wisconsin. The floods accounted for many 
destroyed waterfowl nests in the Kalamazoo area 
of Michigan (Gladys Hall). An unusual Wood 
Duck nesting site was found near Minneapolis, 
Minn., and reported by Whitney Eastman. The 
nest was about go feet above the ground on the 
accumulated debris in a tangle of grapevines grow- 
ing on an elm. Another Wood Duck nest with 11 
young was found on the ground under a rock 
outcrop at Mankato, Minn. (Ron Anderson). 

Hawks.—A Goshawk, thought to be nesting, was 
seen on June 14 in Vilas Co., Wis., which is quite 
far south for this species (Tony Mutter). A 
Cooper’s Hawk nest found near Minneapolis, con- 
tained 2 eggs on May 16, and 2 newly-hatched 
young with egg teeth on June 24 (W. J. Breck- 
enridge). This gave an approximate incubation 
period of 37 to 38 days. 

Gallinaceous birds——At Kalamazoo, Mich., the 
early nesting of Ring-necked Pheasants was very 
poor, but later nestings (or renestings) showed as 
many or more young than last year while Bob- 
white showed a 5 to 1 increase in the same area 
over last year (Hall). Pheasant and Bob-white 
populations had also increased near Battle Creek, 
Mich. (Walkinshaw). 


Cranes—A Sandhill Crane nest containing 2 
eggs was found at the Baker Sanctuary, Battle 
Creek, Mich., on April 15 (Walkinshaw and Staeb- 
ler). In Roseau Co., Minn., a colony of Sandhill 
Cranes spent the summer where they have nested 


in previous seasons (L. O. Bolstad). 


Gulls and Terns.—As a result of the floods, 
Franklin’s Gulls were seen in exceptionally large 
numbers this spring and summer in northwestern 
Minnesota (L. O. Bolstad), and a nesting colony 
of approximately 6000 was reported at Mud Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge (Hunt). 

Doves and Hummingbirds—All comments _ in- 
dicated a very successful nesting season for the 
Mourning Dove. Como Park in St. Paul, Minn., 
which is heavily utilized by picnickers and the 
public contained 62 Mourning Dove nests in a 
land area of 378 acres. In the area around Man- 
kato, Minn., 22 out of 46 Mourning Dove nests 
were successful. A Ruby-throated Hummingbird 


nest with 1 egg on June 22 was seen near Kala- 
mazoo, Mich. (Fleugel) . 

Owls.—A Great Horned Owl nest was found on 
Feb. 22 near Kalamazoo, Mich., and the young 
were banded on April 22 (Fleugel). 

Perching Birds—A Western Kingbird nest was 
found as far east as Janesville, Wis., on June 15 
(Paul Boynton et al.). An increase in the number 
of nesting Traill’s Flycatchers, Catbirds, Yellow 
Warblers and Chipping Sparrows was reported for 
the Detroit, Mich., area, where accurate records 
have been kept (K. H. Sanderson). At Mud Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge near Holt, Minn., a 
“bumper crop” of Tree, Cliff and Barn Swallows 
nested near the Headquarters building (Hunt) ; 
this is encouraging after the early spring reports 
of the adverse effects of the blizzards on these 
insect-eating birds. In the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
area, the increase in nesting birds and the close 
proximity of nests of the same species was sur- 
prising and probably resulted from birds remain- 
ing which would normally have nested farther 
north. Two successful Am. Robin nests were about 
2 feet apart on the rungs of a ladder. In the same 
city block, with a house on each 50 ft. lot, were 
, other pairs of Am. Robins, 2 pairs each of 
Baltimore Orioles and Blue Jays, 1 pair each of 
Brown Thrashers, Mourning Doves, Common Star- 
lings, House Wrens and White-breasted Nut- 
hatches, besides the regular complement of Eng- 
lish Sparrows (Mrs. Mary Lupient). 

4 Cedar Waxwing nest containing eggs was 
found near Kalamazoo, Mich., on July 11 (Fleu- 
gel). A Yellow-breasted Chat was seen at Madison, 
Wis., all summer (J. H. Zimmerman) and at War- 
ren, Macomb Co., Mich., a nest with eggs was 
found on June 2g (Middleton). A singing male 
Hooded Warbler was seen at Madison, Wis., on 
June 14 (Zimmerman) which makes the fourth 
consecutive month the species has been seen in 
the state. A nest of the Hooded Warbler was 
found at Lake Orion, Oakland Co., Mich., in June 
(Middleton and Nickell) for the fourth consecu- 
tive vear. The species is uncommon in the two 
states. A nesting Brewster’s Warbler was reported 
near Midland, Mich. (Eugene Kenaga), and pic- 
tures were taken of the nest. A pair of Brewer's 
Blackbirds was identified at Escanaba, Schoolcraft 
Co., Mich., the latter part of July (A. E. Allin). 
Observers in western and southern Minnesota and 
southern Wisconsin felt that this was definitely 
a “Dickcissel year.” Three Red Crossbills were 
seen at Mio, Oscoda Co., Mich., on June 16, at 
the same location where they have been seen in 
previous years (Harold Mayfield). An interesting 
observation from the Detroit, Mich., area was that 
records showed parasitism by the Brown-headed 
Cowbird as somewhat higher this year than in 
previous years (Nickell) —Harvey L. GUNDERSON, 
Minnesota Museum of Natural History, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minn. 


Birdfile: 250 cards 5”x 7”—Postpaid $3.00. 
Service Department, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
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MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION,.—The 
weather of the spring and summer was cool and 
The nesting of some birds was a little later 
than_ usual, 
but there is no 
evidence that 
the weather 
inter f ered 
with nesting 
success. 
Summer 
Survey — 
Which birds 
ate most 
abundant in vour locality? This is a subject of 
much debate, but usually the facts are few: breed- 
ing censuses taken in small and often non-typical 
areas, and Christmas counts taken near the low 
point of the vear. Cherefore, the summer survey 
at Kansas City is interesting. It was conducted 
between June 24 and July 2 and it covered g areas. 
The 10 most numerous species were as follows: 
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Red-winged Blackbird, 824; Mourning Dove, 452; 
Dickcissel, 412; Purple Grackle (Bronzed), 363; 
Starling, 317; Chimney Swift, 239; Am. Robin, 232; 


Indigo Bunting, 221; Cardinal, 209, and Brown- 
headed Cowbird, 180 
Cormorants.—Hovey Lake, a cypress lake and 


state game preserve in the southwestern corner of 
Indiana, may be the only place in the State where 
Double-crested Cormorants nest. Here on June 4, 
Russell Mumford and Val Nolan found 2 nests 
containing eggs 


Ss 
Herons.—Although this report was prepared be- 
fore the summer season was complete, it was al- 
ready apparent that the post-nuptial flight of Am. 
Egrets was much smaller than that of last year. 
Ihe only locality reporting an increase in late- 
summer herons was Lafayette, Ind., where 21 Little 
Blue Herons were seen on July g1 (Burr). 
_ The lower Ohio and Mississippi Rivers are with- 
in the published nesting range of the Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron. But, except possibly in 
the swamps of southeastern Missouri, it is one of 
the rarest of the herons in this region. This year, 
however, reports of Yellow-crowned Night Herons 
during the nesting season were widespread. <A 
pair brought off g young in Swope Park, Kansas 
City, the first in history for western Missouri 
(Harford); 3 nests near Crab Orchard Lake in 
southern Illinois were the first for that locality 
(Bush and Crawford). Adults but no nests were 
seen during the breeding season at various local- 
itics in southern Indiana  (Skaar, Jacobs, and 
Mockford), in the Indian Hills area of Kentucky 
(Mrs. Thacher), and on Sandusky Bay, Ohio 
(Van Camp). 

Hawks and Owls——The Bald Eagle is not com- 
mon at any season in this region except on the 
largest lakes and rivers. Therefore, it is interesting 
that a pair built a nest on the small lake at 
Charles Mill near Ashland, Ohio. One eaglet left 
this nest early in July (Martin and Kahl). Hovey 
Lake is possibly the only nesting site in Indiana 
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for the Osprey as well as the cormorant; a pair 
of Ospreys nested here again this year (Nolan and 
Mumford). In 1949 we expressed the opinion that 
the cliffs near McGregor in northern Iowa might 
hold the only aerie of the Peregrine Falcon in this 
region. But this spring a nest was found on a 
sandstone bluff in the Hickory Ridge area of 
southern Illinois; it produced 2 young (Brewer). 
Austing found the nest of a Red-tailed Hawk and 
another of the Great Horned Owl in Hamilton 
County, Ohio, near Cincinnati. They were the 
first nesting records in modern times for both 
species in that locality. The ability of the Great 
Horned Owl to live and nest unnoticed by people 
all around it was demonstrated by a pair that 
produced 2 young within the city of Gary, Ind. 
(Grow). A Long-eared Owl was found nesting 
near Lafayette, Ind., the first there in more than 
25 years (Burr). 

Shorebirds—The nesting range of the Upland 
Sandpiper (Upland Plover) was pushed south- 
ward by the discovery of a nest on an airfield in 
Boone County, Ky. (Kemsies). ‘This is the first 
positive nesting record for the State. 

Terns.—Observers along the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi Rivers should be alerted to the possibility of 
the nesting of Least Terns by the occurrence of 
17 of these rare birds at Hovey Lake in Indiana 
on June 3 (Nolan). A large sandbar or construc- 
tion project might provide a nesting site for Least 
Terns. Black Terns nested near St. Louis this 
year for the first time since 1939. 

30b-white—A survey in Indiana has confirmed 
the opinions of observers throughout Illinois, In- 
diana, and Ohio that the Bob-white is continuing 
its slow increase. But it seems doubtful if the 
bird is back up to its numbers of 10 years ago. 
The Christmas bird counts will throw more light 
on the subject. 

Doves.—It was a good year for Mourning Doves. 
In the summer census at Kansas City, mentioned 
earlier, doves were exceeded only by Red-winged 
Blackbirds. Near Toledo, Van Camp examined 
301 Mourning Dove nests and banded 357 young. 

Cuckoos.—Black-billed and Yellow-billed Cuckoos 
were almost missing from the spring migration in 
Ohio, and they continued to be scarce during the 
nesting season. But in Illinois cuckoos were un- 
usually numerous. The Black-billed Cuckoo, the 
rarer of the two, was fairly common throughout 
the State and a nest was found near Murphysboro, 
where the bird is considered a rarity in most years 
(Brewer) . 

Flycatchers——A_ Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, a rare 
visitor from the Southwest, was found near Mound 
City, Kans. (Dingus). The Least Flycatcher has 
nested in a few localities of northeastern and 
northwestern Ohio, but nests had never been found 
in the vicinity of Cleveland until this year. Three 
were found here in 1950, the first on May 21 
(Downer, Hamann, and Piskac) . 

Mockingbird.—Since the Mockingbird is consid- 
ered a rare visitor in most parts of this region, it 
will come as a surprise to many people that Mus- 
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selman at Quincy, LIL, estimates that there are sev- 
eral hundred nesting birds in Adams County. He 
lays the recent increase to five consecutive mild 
winters. 

Bluebirds.—At Quincy, Musselman and his help- 
ers examine hundreds of bluebird houses regularly. 
Therefore, their observations have statistical value. 
This year they found a significant drop in numbers 
of Eastern Bluebirds and an increase in the num- 
bers of House Sparrows using bluebird houses. 
The decrease in nesting bluebirds was confirmed 
by Bartel at Chicago. 

Waxwings.—A Cedar Waxwing found nesting at 
Lake Quivera near Kansas City was the third 
breeding record for the state of Kansas. At least 
2 nests were found this year near Louisville, Ky.; 
4 years ago there was only one record for the 
State and now there are ten. 

Vireos.—Better field work or extension of range 
continues to bring new records of the Bell’s Vireo 
in western Indiana. This year a nest with eggs 
was found at Brazil (Mumford), and singing males 
were found at Clinton in Vermillion County and 
at Morocco in Newton County (Rice, Mockford). 


Warblers—It seems probable that Black and 
White Warblers nest in the Pine Hills region of 
southern Illinois; Brewer counted 14 there on 
July 22. Prairie Warblers nested again in the 
dunes near Lake Michigan in Porter County, Ind. 
(Hokinson). Hooded Warblers were found in a 
new location in south-central Indiana. On July 4, 
Nolan found several singing males, one feeding 
a young cowbird in Lilly Woods, a heavily tim- 
bered tract in Brown County belonging to the 
University of Indiana. 

Blackbirds——One pair of Yellow-headed Black- 
birds was found on June 14 at Barrington, IIL, 
west of Chicago (Mrs. McMaster) and 5 singing 
males were counted at Calumet Lake, east of Chi- 
cago (Grow). Brewer’s Blackbird nests locally in 
northeastern Illinois and southwestern Michigan, 
but it was not taken in Indiana until this year. 
A male was collected on May 18 near Ligonier in 
Noble County in northwestern Indiana (RM). 

Finches and Sparrows—The Painted Bunting 
seems to be extending its range northeastward 
through Kansas in recent years. This season a 
singing male spent the summer at Lake Quivira, 
the nearest approach of the bird to Kansas City 
(Hedges). Three nests of the Purple Finch were 
found near Cleveland (Carrothers); this may be 
the only nesting location for the species in this 
region. The first nest of the Henslow’s Sparrow 
for Kentucky was found this season near Louisville, 
where the species has been seen for several years 
(Monroe). The Lark Sparrow is widely distrib- 
uted but highly local in this region. This summer 
a nest was found in the dunes of Porter County, 
Ind. (Grow), and a nest with 3 young and 2 eggs 
was found on June 4 between Wilmington and 
Konkakee, Ill. (Freeman). The Bachman’s Spar- 
row was present at St. Louis in unusual numbers, 
although no nests were found, and a singing male 
on territory all summer near Lafayette, Ind., sug- 


gested a possible nesting there, where the bird had 
not been seen for 35 years (Burr) —HaroLp May- 


FIFLD, 2557 Portsmouth Avenue, Toledo 13, Ohio. 


CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—Divergent lo- 
cal conditions continued to make a checkered pat- 
tern of the weather in the Region. Rainfall in 
June was a 
fraction below 
normal at 
Shreveport, 
La.; twice nor- 
mal at “Baton 
Rouge, La.; 
about average 
at Birming- 
ham, Ala.; and 
37% deficient 
at Pensacola. 
ria. jurty 
brought a reversal: a precipitation of 2.89 plus at 
Shreveport, a fairly marked deficiency at Baton 
Rouge, a tremendous excess of 8.53 inches at Birm- 
ingham, and a more moderate increase at Pensa- 
cola. The monthly temperature averages were nor- 
mal, or a trifle below normal, throughout the 
period and throughout that part of the region re- 
porting, except in June at Pensacola, where a 10- 
day hot spell was climaxed with a temperature of 
100° on the ggth. Although wet weather is sup- 
posed to have a detrimental effect on the nesting 
of small land birds, no such correlation was ap- 
parent this summer in the reports received. Quite 
to the contrary, it was Pensacola, with its hot, dry 
June and wet July, that produced the most strik- 
ing number of late nesting dates. These included: 
a brood of young Green Herons, just able to fly 
and with down still showing on their heads, on 
July 10; a pair of Snowy Plovers with 2 downy 
young on Aug. 6, probably representing a second 
attempt at nesting; a Yellow-billed Cuckoo carry- 
ing food to young in the nest on July 23; a Blue 
Jay incubating eggs on June 11, almost certainly 
a second brood; a Mockingbird with a nest con- 
taining a probable third brood of small young on 
Aug. 6; a pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers tearing 
up a nest on June 18 presumably for material to 
build another; Pine Warblers feeding young just 
out of the nest on June 18; Eastern Meadowlarks 
carrying food on July 23; and young Cardinals just 
out of the nest, probably a third brood, on July 
2g (F. M. Weston). 




















Loons through Rails—Common Loons in full 
nuptial plumage on June 11 and July 23 (Weston) 
continued the remarkable record of this species at 
Pensacola as a non-breeder seen every summer. 
Pied-billed Grebes again summered near Birming- 
ham, appearing at Lake Purdy instead of the Bay- 
view marsh frequented in 1949 (T. Imhof). Wil- 
son’s Petrel 30 mi. offshore from Pensacola on 
June 10 (H. McLaughlin) completed the spring's 
unusual series of reports of this bird. The first 
August records of the Louisiana Heron in the 
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Baton Rouge area were secured by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. Moore on Aug. 8 at City Park Lake and on Aug. 
12 at the borrow pits near Grand Lake, 10 mi. 
north of the city. Reports on waterfowl from White 
River Refuge, Ark. (A. A. Davis and refuge per- 
sonnel) included: 2 im. Blue Geese on prairie land 
west of the refuge on the unseasonal date of June 
23; a season’s total of 23 broods of Wood Ducks, 
with an average of 6.3 young per brood; and 2 
broods of Hooded Mergansers on June 1, compris- 
ing 11 and 12 young. A Canvas-back that had 
spent the spring and summer on Ray’s Lake, near 
Rosedale, Miss., moved to Legion Lake on Aug. 18 
(M. G. Vaiden). The following represent the first 
Louisiana records ever in their respective months: 
Pied-billed Grebe at False River on June 11 (R. 
Krebs); the Lesser Scaup at City Park Lake, 
Baton Rouge, on Aug. 6 (Moores); and Osprey at 
the same place on July 16 (Krebs). Imhof again 
produced evidence of the presence of the Virginia 
Rail in the nesting season near Birmingham, far 
south of its established breeding range in the east- 
ern U. S. At Bayview Lake, he saw 2 birds on 
May 1, heard rail-like notes that could have been 
made by a gallinule on July 29, and identified an 
unmistakable Virginia Rail call on Aug. 13. 


Shorebirds through Goatsuckers—During the 
past 20 years, the mid-July influx of shorebirds at 
Pensacola, once a notable flight, has dwindled to 
almost nothing. This long-term trend was accen- 
tuated this year by the failure of July’s rain to 
compensate for June’s dryness. River and creek 
levels remained so low and so many ponds were 
dry that fewer species were recorded than ever be- 
fore, and most of these arrived very late and in 
small numbers. Weston, however, notes two ex- 
ceptions: 2 Ruddy Turnstones on the very early 
date of Aug. 6, and a Marbled Godwit on July 23, 
the first July record of this rare migrant in the 
area. In the vicinity of Memphis, Tenn., opposite 
conditions produced an identical effect, the level 
of Mud Lake remaining too high for either shore- 
birds or herons. Along Bayou Pierre, near Robson, 
La., H. Jeter flushed a Wilson’s Snipe on June 18, 
nearly a week beyond the previous extreme spring 
date in the State; and near Curtis, on June 24, he 
identified the Lesser Yellow-legs feeding with Kill- 
deers, the first June record of its occurrence in 
Louisiana. A Blaek-billed Cuckoo’s nest at Uni- 
versity Farm, Jackson, on June 11 (R. D. Smith 
and K. Roever) constitutes the first nesting record 
for Tennessee and the Mid-South. The Road- 
runner definitely joins the list of Louisiana’s 
breeding birds this season with the discovery of a 
nest on the branches of a pine tree at Blanchard on 
June 5 (Wyolene Windham). It held 2 young and 
2 eggs, one of which hatched on the night of June 
5-6. The scarcity of Common Nighthawks at Pensa- 
cola mentioned in the preceding period was re- 
lieved by the appearance of a good number of 
birds in early August. Weston believes that this 
increase indicated migratory movement, that locally 
nesting birds with their new broods could hardly 
have accounted for it. 
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Flycatchers and Larks.—Commenting on the bird 
trends of the past few years in Alabama, Imhof 
emphasizes the southward invasion of Upper Aus- 
trai birds. He remarks that in some cases the 
movement may be more apparent than real, re- 
sulting from our increasing knowledge of birds 
that were there all the time, but that this can 
hardly be true in the case of the Eastern Phoebe. 
This summer the species was observed at three 
widely separated localities in the Lower Austral 
Zone: Lindberg, 2 pairs less than a mile apart on 
several dates in May, versus 1 pair in 1949 (Perry) ; 
the bridge over the Little Tallapoosa, near Wedo- 
wee, on June 27, a spot out of the mountains 
(Stevenson) ; and Winterboro, in the Coosa Valley, 
1 nest, the southernmost yet discovered in the 
region. On the highway bridge, near Blount 
Springs at 800 feet elevation on the Sand Mountain 
plateau, another pair, not there the vear before, 
was recorded on April 24 and May 12. In the city 
of Pensacola on July 1, an adult Gray Kingbird 
was scen feeding young in the nest (Weston). 
Though the location is not far from the bay water- 
front, it is about 7 miles from the Gulf and is 
one of the few instances of the species’ nesting 
awav from the actual Gulf beach. The greatest 
number of reports ever of the Scissor-tailed Fly- 
catcher in Louisiana (Shaw, Jeter, and Hamilton) 
involved 6 localities in g parishes and the observa- 
tion of stub-tailed young on July 8. Two pairs of 
Horned Larks in a newly planted cotton field 5 mi, 
north of Athens, Ala., (Imhof and others) prob- 
ably constitute only the third Alabama record in 
the breeding season. 


Swallows.—An excellent survey in the Memphis 
Tenn., area this summer (Coffey) furnishes in- 
formation on the changing fortunes of the swallows 
in the Mid-South. In the last decade the construc- 
tion of more and more modern highways has re- 
sulted in a decrease of Rough-winged Swallows and 
an increase of Barn Swallows. The clay bank cuts 
on the narrow, winding roads of former years 
have given way to planted slopes, forcing nesting 
Rough-wings to resort to stream banks, railway 
embankments, or even the pipe drains in small 
bridges, as noted last year near Ravenden, Ark. 
Meanwhile the Barn Swallow has found improved 
nesting opportunities in the growing number of 
low concrete bridges and culverts. An unusually 
large flock of 75 northeast of the Naval Air Station 
near Memphis on July go indicates very successful 
broods for the 7 or more bridge sites in that sec- 
tion; and the Fort Pillow Road (Tenn. 87) had 10 
sites in use out of 27 bridges in 18 miles, in con- 
trast with 7 nests in June 1947 and none in June 
1941. In the low bank of the Mississippi River at 
Ashport, Tenn., 72 Bank Swallow nests were 
counted on July 23 (L. Coffey, R. D. and Alice 
Smith, F. Barefield). This is the first Tennessee 
nesting record since Audubon reported “thousands 
of holes” in 1820 at Chickasaw Bluff No. 2, 18 
miles to the south-southwest, though small num- 
bers of birds were seen there and at Golddust on 
June 22, 1947, without any nests being located. 
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The Cliff Swallows that moved to the Perryville 
and Savannah bridges over the Tennessee River 
with the inundation of Swallow Bluff Island in 
1944 have overflowed to a new site—Snake Creek 
Bridge, north of Shiloh Park, where 60 birds were 
completing nests on May 13. Large numbers of 
Tree Swallows this summer may indicate that this 
species also is nesting in the Memphis area, possibly 
at Open Lake. In spite of the difficulties of the 
Rough-winged Swallow in Tennessee, the species 
reached concentrations of 3000 and 4000 on the 
White River Refuge in Arkansas between Aug. 6 
and 12 (Davis); and an early flock of 53 was seen 
on June 18 at Birmingham (Imhof). Reporting 
the June 10 occurrence of the Barn Swallow at 
Baton Rouge, Mr. and Mrs. Krebs mention previ- 
ous records on June 22 and 25, 1947. These are 
noteworthy because the species is known to breed 
in the State only on the coast (where the race 
insularis occurs) . 


Waxwings and Robins.—A flock of Cedar Wax- 
wings at Shreveport on June 18 (A. Daigre) is 
nearly 2 weeks later than the previous extreme 
spring date for Louisiana. Coffey notes a decrease 
of both Brown Thrashers and Am. Robins in the 
Memphis area this summer; but H. W. Wells’ com- 
ments on the status of the latter species in Vicks- 
burg, Miss., concur with the evidence of its spread 
in the South detailed in last year’s report. When 
Dr. Wells first came to Mississippi 40 years ago he 
found that Am. Robins, though abundant as winter 
residents, would disappear completely in the spring. 
\bout 15 vears ago, however, he began to notice 
their nesting. Today, he believes that they raise 
their broods in Vicksburg in as large numbers as 
they used to in New York and New Jersey during 
his boyhood. The Am. Robin nested at Pensacola 
for the fourth successive season (Mrs. J. F. 
Wernicke) . 


Vireos and Warblers.—A second species was defi- 
nitely added this year to the list of birds breeding 
in Louisiana when Jeter, Daigre, and Hamilton 
located 5 singing males and 2 nests of the Bell’s 
Vireo in the vicinity of Shreveport. The first nest 
was discovered in a willow thicket on June 11, and 
at least 1 brood of young was reared successfully. 
On June 25, Jeter found the Prairie Warbler in 
song at Cross Lake, La., for the third successive 
summer, indicating a probable extension of its 
known breeding range in the State. A 5-trip survey 
in May and June of Short Creek Valley (Imhof) 
demonstrates how surprisingly common many warb- 
lers are in Alabama. This valley is typical of the 
many inaccessible shale ravines between Birming- 
ham and Tuscaloosa and, were it not for the rail- 
road, would be inaccessible also. Species observed 
and number of pairs located were: Chat, 78; Am 
Redstart, 52; Prairie Warbler, 45; Pine Warbler, 
15; Hooded Warbler, 43; Cerulean Warbler, 39; 
Kentucky Warbler, 37; Yellow-throated Warbler, 
33; Black-throated Green Warbler, 24; Louisiana 
Water-thrush, 13; Common Yellow-throat, 11; 
Worm-eating Warbler, 8; Blue-winged Warbler, 1 
(on May 29, in a brushy field at an elevation of 


255, feet, 23 miles east of Irondale, the only previ- 
ously known breeding station so far south). A 
singing male Black-throated Green Warbler was 
noted on June 22 on Oak Mt. State Park, a new 
locality about 20 mi. due south of Birmingham; 
and a singing male Oven-bird about 10 miles north 
of Wedowee, in the Piedmont (Stevenson) , is only 
the second summer record in Alabama away from 
the mountains. 

Icterids and Tanagers.—An adult male Bobolink 
in full plumage was noted at Pensacola on June 14 
(S. M. Ray), about a month later than the regular 
migrants passed through. Only one other instance 
of such late occurrence in the vicinity is known. 
Brown-headed Cowbirds, in numbers of 1 to 6, 
were found regularly throughout the summer be- 
tween Edgewater and Ben Vines Gap, Ala., 2 to 7 
mi. west of Birmingham (Imhof). By mid-July, 
the large flocks of this species in the Memphis area 
outnumbered the starlings, as well as the grackles 
and red-wings (Coffey); and a huge roost with an 
estimated 300,000 birds was located near Stuttgart, 
Ark. (Meanley). A singing male Scarlet ‘Tanager 
on May 29 at Short Creek, Ala., was apparently on 
territory at the very low elevation of 300 feet.— 
Grorce H. Lowery, JR., AND ROBERT J. NEWMAN, 
Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State University, 
Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION,.—In the 
Northern Great Plains Region nesting was gener- 
ally delayed by the late spring and repeated snow- 
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storms. Most areas reported temperatures below 
normal during June and July. Parts of western 
North Dakota and eastern Montana were cold and 
wet while some sections of South Dakota and Al- 
berta had a period of drought with rains begin- 
ning in July and August. 

Grebes—Medicine Lake Refuge, Medicine Lake, 
Mont., continued to have one of the greatest col- 
onies of Western and Eared Grebes in this aréa. 
Large numbers of Westerns were also present at 
Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., and at 
Des Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. At Des Lacs 
the nesting activities were handicapped by shortage 
of nesting environment, and the impressive colony 
of past years was split into small groups which 
were scattered over much of the refuge. The total 
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population was approximately 500 birds as com- 
pared to 750 present for the same period last year. 
Approximately 1500 Eared Grebes were noted at 
Upper Lostwood Lake, Lostwood Refuge, Lost- 
wood, N. Dak., the first week in August. Young 
Westerns were first seen on Lower Souris Refuge, 
Upham, N. Dak., on June 26 and young Eared 
Grebes were recorded there on June 24. 

Pelicans and Cormorants.—The only known nest- 
ing colony of White Pelicans in North Dakota is 
on an island in Chase Lake near Jamestown. For- 
merly the birds had nested only on the main 
island in this lake, but this year 200 were raised 
on another island southwest of the main nesting 
group. The non-nesting birds found on federal 
refuges in the State have increased. There were 
approximately 550 at Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, 
N. Dak., this year compared to 230 last year. 
Favorite resting sites for these birds were old hay 
stacks which had been flooded (Homer Bradley) . 
From 300 to 400 were observed at various intervals 
at Des Lacs Refuge throughout the season (Claude 
Alexander). The nesting colony of White Pelicans 
at Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont., remained about 
the same, but there was a slight decrease in the 


population of Double-crested Cormorants (Leon 
Snyder) . 
Herons.—Forty-eight Great Blue Heron nests 


were counted on the nesting islands at Bowdoin 
Refuge, Malta, Mont. A Snowy Egret was seen on 
the Lower Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak., on 
June 13 (Merrill Hammond). Black-crowned 
Night Herons again nested in a farm grove near 
Upham, N. Dak., and in an aspen grove surround- 
ing a pothole southwest of Kenmare. 

Waterfowl_—For the first time, a pair of a 
small subspecies of Canada Goose (Richardson’s) , 
apparently crippled, produced a brood on Waubay 
Refuge, Waubay, S. Dak. (Frederick Staunton). A 
pair of this normally breeding Arctic form was also 
noted as late as May go at LaCreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. They were observed on a nesting island 
occupied by Pelicans and Cormorants (Kenneth 
Krumm). Duck broods were very scarce over most 
of the region during June and the first part of 
July but they began to appear in late July and 
early August. At Bowdoin Refuge, early nesting 
Mallards and Pintails suffered severe damage from 
June snow and cold but the downy young of these 
species during late July and August seemed to in- 
dicate a second laying and incubation period. On 
July 26 Leon Snyder observed downy young Mal- 
lards from 1 to g days old and on the same date 
broods of Gadwall, Am. Widgeon, Shoveller and 
Blue-winged Teal started showing up at Bowdoin. 
Broods of Canvas-back, Redhead and Ruddy Ducks 
were not noted until Aug. 1. 

Hawks.—Buteos as a whole but Swainson’s Hawks 
in particular were scarce over most of the region. 
In many places there was a definite decrease in 
the Marsh Hawk. 

Upland Game Birds.—The Ring-necked Pheasant 
continued to decline in many areas. There ap- 
peared to be a slight increase in the pheasant popu- 
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lation on the LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak., but 
the hatch was later than usual. The Sage Grouse 
population on Bowdoin Refuge in Montana was 
down 50 per cent, possibly because the favorite 
habitat was under water. The Sharp-tailed Grouse 
maintained their high population level at LaCreek 
Refuge in South Dakota but seemed scarce on 
Lostwood Refuge in North Dakota. 

Rails and Coots—There were fewer Am. Coots 
noted in the region of Sioux Falls, S. Dak. (J. S. 
Findley) and on the Bowdoin Refuge in Montana. 
On June 6, 6 Soras and 5 Virginia Rails were re- 
corded along 1 mile of shoreline on the Lower 
Souris Refuge, Upham, N. Dak. On July 5 a 
brood of g Virginia Rails was noted at Lower 
Souris and on July 22 an adult with 1 young were 
seen near Spiritwood Lake in North Dakota. Vir- 
ginia Rails were seen throughout the season on 
Lostwood Refuge, Upper Souris Refuge and near 
Powers Lake, N. Dak. There appeared to be an 
increase in Soras. 

Shorebirds—Long-billed Curlew and = Marbled 
Godwits had a very successful nesting season near 
Botha, Alta. (R. Stiller) and on Bowdoin Refuge 
in Montana. Marbled Godwits also showed an in- 
crease on Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak. 

Doves.—During the first part of August several 
flocks of Mourning Doves numbering up to 50 


were noted on Arrowwood Refuge in North Da- 
kota and later these flocks were augmented to 
several hundred. Mourning Doves were also re- 


ported as increasing near Sioux Falls, S. Dak. 
(Dr. John Donahoe), near Canton, S. ak. (2. 
Mallory), on the Upper Souris Refuge and in the 
vicinity of Bowdoin Refuge. 


Cuckoos through Sparrows.—Yellow-billed Cuc- 
koos were very much in evidence around head- 
quarters at LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. Dak. 


throughout the season and the Black-billed Cuckoo 
was observed more often than usual in North Da- 
kota. There was a large increase in the nesting 
colony of Purple Martins on Arrowwood Refuge, 
Kensal, N. Dak. (Nelius Nelson). A male Cardinal] 
was caught in a trap at Wilton, N. Dak., on June 
28 (Hannah Gray). Sight records of Cardinals in 
North Dakota are slowly increasing, although no 
nests have been reported so far. A number of 
Lazuli Buntings carrying food indicated an_ in- 
crease in nesting at Kenmare, N. Dak. ‘The Lark 
Bunting had a successful nesting season in western 
North Dakota and eastern Montana. Thirteen 
nests of Clay-colored Sparrows were found on a 
15-acre study plot at Spiritwood Lake near James- 
town, N. Dak. (Bruce Harris) —Rosert T. GAm- 
MELL AND ANN M. GAMMELL, Kenmare, N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION,—Tem- 
peratures were abnormally low throughout the 
period. The late spring continued into June in 
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excellent. Ponds and 
reservoirs filled up in July and August and water 
conditions again became favorable for aquatic 
birds. 

Herons.—American and Snowy Egrets and Little 
Blue Herons were seen in considerable numbers 
throughout Oklahoma in early June, about a 
month earlier than the time when they normally 
move into this State. ‘Two Louisiana Herons 
were collected at Lake Texoma in southern Okla- 
homa (Dale Arvey). These are apparently the 
first specimen records for the State. Yellow-crowned 
Night Herons were seen regularly near Oklahoma 
City (Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Martin). This species 
is a local breeder in central Oklahoma. A Black- 
crowned Night Heron was seen at Dallas, Tex., 
where the species is rare (Nellie Krueger and 
Edith Winford). An Am. Bittern at Dallas 
(Mariana Roach and Winford) was another un- 
usual distribution record for this locality. Two 
Least Bitterns seen together near Oklahoma City 
on June 7 suggest that the species was nesting 
(Philip Griffing, Wendell Long and Bob Price). 
One Least Bittern was seen at Wister Lake near 
Wister, Okla., on July 6 (James L. Norman). This 
species seldom nests in the State. 

Ducks and Geese.—Six Canada Geese were seen 
on the Salt Plains Wildlife Refuge near Cherokee, 
Okla., on July 16 by Mr. and Mrs. Spore of Tulsa. 
Whether they represented nesting birds or sum- 
mer visitants was not determined. Several broods 
of Mallards were seen on the Salt Plains Refuge 
(Van den Akker). On July 27, Mallards, 2 Black 
Ducks, Shovellers, Blue-winged Teal and Wood 
Ducks were seen (Van den Akker). This is an 
unusually large list of species for that season. 


Hawks.—Nesting hawks showed a definite in- 
crease in Oklahoma, probably due to the increase 
in cotton rats and other small rodents. Two 
Marsh Hawk nests located approximately 100 yards 
apart on the Camp Gruber Area in Muskogee 
County, Okla., reflect the abundance of food (F. M. 
Baumgartner). A pair of Golden Eagles was seen 
carrying nesting material near Brule, Nebr. 
(Benckeser). A pair of Sparrow Hawks nested 
in Tulsa (members of the Tulsa Audubon So- 


ciety) . This species nests uncommonly in Okla- 
homa. 


Quail and Pheasants.—Bob-white nesting was 
unusually late in Oklahoma but the number of 
broods appeared to be about average (Baum- 
gartner and P. L. McNeil). The Bob-white was 
reported to have had a good nesting season at the 
Salt Plains Refuge (Van den Akker) and at Dallas 
(Winford). Young Ring-necked Pheasants were 
numerous at Brule, Nebr. (Benckeser) and at the 
Salt Plains Refuge (Van den Akker). 

Rails and Coots.——A family of King Rails was 
seen near Okemah, Okla. (D. A. Hutcherson and 
M. J. Morris). This species is seldom reported 
nesting in the State. Two families of Virginia 
Rails were seen near Brule, Nebr. (Benckeser) . 
A Sora, seen in the South Canadian River marshes 
near Oklahoma City on June 10, probably repre- 
sents one of the few breeding records in Oklahoma 
(Griffing and Long). An Am. Coot with 2 chicks 
was seen near Dallas, the first breeding record in 
15, years of observation (Winford and other mem- 
bers of the Paisano Bird Club). 

Sand pipers——Young Upland Sandpipers (Upland 
Plover) were scen near Burbank in Osage Co., 
Okla. (members of the Tulsa Aud. Soc.). This 
species is present each year in some numbers in 
the Osage pastures but nests and young are sel- 
dom reported. Greater and Lesser Yellow-legs 
were seen at Wister Lake on and after Aug. 1 
(Norman). The Lesser was common at the Salt 
Plains Refuge; 300 were estimated to be present 
in late July (Van den Akker). Pectoral Sand- 
pipers were seen on practically every day after 
Aug. 3 at Wister Lake (Norman). Sandpipers 
seldom occur in numbers in Oklahoma until early 
fall. 

Gulls and Terns—Three Franklin's Gulls, seen 
on July 24 at Wister Lake (Norman), constitute 
a very early fall record. Least and Black Terns 
at Wister Lake in July and August (Norman) and 
a Black Tern on July 19 at Dallas (Winford) con- 
stitute unusually early records of both species. 

Doves, Road-runners.—Based on the study of 
180 nestings, the Mourning Dove had a high rate 
of production of young at Stillwater, Okla. (Charles 
Malov). The Road-runner is becoming scarce in 
the Dallas region (Winford). 


Woodpeckers. — The Red-headed, Hairy and 
Downy Woodpeckers were recorded once at Dallas 
where these species are seen rarely in the summer 
(Winford). A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker seen twice 
at Wister Lake (Norman) represents an earlier 
fall arrival by nearly 2 months than any other 
known record. 

Wrens, Thrashers—The House Wren _ nested 
again at Ponca City, Okla. (Creager). This species 
has a spotty nesting distribution in northern Okla- 
homa. For the first time in 12 years of observation 
Carolina Wrens were seen and heard regularly in 
Stillwater in July and early August (Baumgartner) . 
At least one pair of Catbirds nested at Dallas, 
where this species seldom breeds (Winford). In 
the same locality the Brown Thrasher was less 
common than usual (Winford). 

Vireos, Warblers—The Red-eved Vireo nested 
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at the Salt Plains Refuge (Nighswonger). That 
locality is apparently the western boundary of the 
nesting range of this vireo in Oklahoma. A Pro- 
thonotary Warbler was seen in the vicinity of Ok- 
lahoma City in early June (Griffing, Long and 
Price). This locality is on the western border of 
the range of the species. A Parula Warbler was 
also seen at Oklahoma City (Griffing, Long and 
Price). This record extends the range of the 
species westward approximately 100 miles. The 
male Swainson’s Warbler, seen and heard at Mo- 


hawk Park in Tulsa during April and May, was 
last observed on June 1 (Anne Reynolds and 
Ethel Letson). A pair of Louisiana Water- 


thrushes, one carrying food, was observed in the 
Sand Springs Park, Sand Springs, Okla., on July 9. 
(Tulsa Aud. Chis record apparently ex- 
tends the nesting range of the species in northern 
Oklahoma a few miles westward. 


Soc.). 


Blackbirds.—Due to the late development of cat- 
a marsh near Greeley, Colo., every first 
nest of a colony of Yellow-headed Blackbirds was 
broken up by predators, presumably Am. Magpies. 
By the time the second brood hatched the cat- 
tails were tall enough to afford adequate conceal- 
ment and most of the young were raised to ma- 


tails in 


turity (Collister). A male oriole which appeared 
to be a hybrid between the Baltimore and Bul- 
lock’s was seen on g dates near a nest in Woods 


County, Okla. (Nighswonger) . 


Finches and Sparrows.—Only one Blue Grosbeak 
was recorded at Dallas, where a few pairs normally 


nest (Winford). Four pairs of Spotted ‘Towhees 
were found in a canyon near Brule, Nebr., on 
July 25 (Benckeser). This locality is near the 


southeastern boundary of the breeding range of 
the species.—F. M. BAUMGARTNER, Okla. A. and M. 
College, Stillwater, Okla. 


S 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—A warm winter and 
early spring allowed breeding to commence very 
early; average rainfall throughout the spring made 
excellent conditions 
for early - breeding 
water birds; and a 
summer with many 
local showers, 
and no extreme 
drought conditions 
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\BROWNSVILLE the southwest, per- 
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a ae (7 ae mitted land birds 
L ) as to continue breed- 
ing until August. 


Except for the great breeding rookeries of water 
birds, the area is more repetitious and uninterest- 
ing during the breeding season than at any other 


time. This year no abnormally high tides, floods, 
or droughts interfered with breeding activities. 
Only a severe, but localized, hailstorm in the 


Houston area on May 20 was seriously detrimental 
to breeding. All the heron-spoonbill-ibis rookeries 
brought off more young than usual. Brown Peli- 
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cans, Laughing Gulls, Royal Terns, Least Terns, 
and Black Skimmers were equally successful. King 
Rails, Clapper Rails, and Black-necked Stilts had 
a banner year; so did Bob-whites and Mourning 
For some reason not apparent, Wilson’s 
So far as could be 


Doves. 
Plover were scarce this year. 
ascertained, nearly all the smaller land birds had 
a very successful season. ‘The most notable feature 
of the season was that it began exceptionally early, 
and was still under way when this report was sent 
in (August 14). Professor J. Dan Webster, of 
Hanover College, Ind., reported of his summer 
expedition into arid western Mexico, that nesting 
in that area did not get well under way until the 
latter part of July, after the rainy season had com- 
menced. This item is with the note 
appearing in this column last year on the resump- 
tion of breeding in the Houston area after the 
breaking of a long drought in July. As indicated 
in the following notes, certain species seem to go 
through cyclic increases and decreases that are not 


consistent 


readily explained. 

Water Birds—Brown Pelicans, 
extraordinarily successful breeding season last year, 
did not do quite so well this year. Purple Gal- 
linules, which reached the low point of their cycle 
in the last 2 or g years, this year, but 
were still far from their maximum of a few years 
ago. Young King Rails, about one-fourth adult 
size, near Houston on March 19 indicate that nest- 
ing must have begun in early February, or earlier; 
other young of the same size at the same place on 
July go were doubtless a second, or even a third, 
brood. Very small Clapper Rails at Kemah on 
April 21 were about average in time. The first 
young Killdeer on Galveston Island on April 2 
would have meant that nesting began in early 
March. Five nests of Black-necked Stilts near 
Houston on May 2 were only a little leter than 
average; why this species, which arrives in the 
region in mid-March, waits so long to begin nest- 
ing is a mystery. A Least Tern nest with 2 eggs, 
almost in the city limits of Houston on May 49, is 
the first record I have of the species breeding in- 
Texas Coastal Plain. 


which had an 


increased 


land on the 


Doves to Nighthawks—A Mourning Dove nest 
with 2 Houston on March 15 is earlier 
than average; and a Yellow-billed Cuckoo nest 
with eggs in Houston on August 14 is a late date 
(latest previous was August 10, 1947, at Cove). 
Young Screech Owls were out of the nest in Hous- 
ton ‘by May 15, a somewhat early date. Night- 
hawks, which did badly last year, recovered this 
year. 


eggs in 


Passerine Birds.—Purple Martins, which had 
been bringing off young in late May and through- 
out June, deserted their boxes for the season dur- 
ing the first 10 days of July. Carolina Chickadees 
brought young off in great numbers; Tufted Tit- 
mice were apparently less successful. Brown-headed 
Nuthatches were already paired and localized about 
the nesting territory by March 5. The first young 
Mockingbirds came off the nests about April 2 
(very early), and others came off till August 7. 
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The few Am. Robins breeding in the area, after 
reaching a peak last year, did poorly this year. A 
Loggerhead Shrike with 3 young out of the nest 
and almost as large as the mother, on Galveston 
Island, March 12, was phenomenally early; nesting 
must have commenced in early February. Like the 
Am. Robins, Purple Grackles had an_ excellent 
season last year, but a comparatively poor one this 
year.—GEorGE G. WiLuiAMs, The Rice Institute, 
Houston, Tex. 


PALOUSE-NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The spring months were characterized 
in northern Idaho by unseasonably cool weather 
that had a 
marked effect 
on both the 
arrival of the 
summer _ resi- 
dents and 
their subse- 
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first week in 
May maximum temperatures remained in the 
fifties, and the days were cloudy. There was 
a light snowfall on May 2, and sleet and_ hail 
on the 5th. After the middle of the month normal 
weather conditions prevailed, but vegetation had 
been so retarded that such deciduous shrubs and 
trees as the red haw, alder, willow, and cotton- 
wood were not in full leaf until almost the first 
of June. As a result, shelter and an adequate 
food supply were lacking where many of the 
breeding birds were concerned, and they were 
late in arriving and equally late in nesting. Un- 
questionably the most noticeable effect of this late 
spring was the breeding of certain species in and 
about Moscow that normally are found during 
the summer months on the mountain slopes and 
more secluded ravines north of the city. One can 
only theorize in this respect, but it would seem 
that the cool weather might have caused them to 
linger so late in the spring that they finally re- 
mained to nest within the city limits. Varied 
rhrushes are local in their distribution in Latah 
County, and heretofore confined to the wooded 
ravines well back in the mountains. This year, 
however, a brood of young, out of the nest ‘pos- 
sibly several days, was seen on May 26 in woods 
4 miles east of Moscow. The Ruby-crowned King- 
let nested at 2 spots within the city limits, build- 
ing in large spruces that apparently offered suit- 
able nesting sites. Of special interest was the 
presence of the Evening Grosbeak in the city 
throughout the summer. Other years none have 
been seen after the latter part of April, so 2 birds 
observed on June 14, the day before I left on an 
extended field trip, aroused the suspicion that they 
might actually nest in the city. That they did so 
was later verified when 2 stubby-tailed young of 
the year were seen on August 17 well within the 
city limits. 


The following notes all refer to northern Idaho: 

Waterfowl—Despite the scarcity of water, Mal- 
lards were more abundant than in past years in 
the open Palouse country about Moscow. A nest 
found on April 21 held 10 eggs, and was well con- 
cealed under a mat of dry grass on a bank at the 
side of a road. At St. Maries, Benewah County, 
a female Wood Duck was seen on June go with 
g newly-hatched young. 

Hawks—A Goshawk nest with 2 half-grown 
young was found at an altitude of gooo feet on 
Hyndman Peak, in Blaine County, on June 27. 
This species is scarce and rather local in its dis- 
tribution in the northern part of the State, and 
rarely observed during the summer months. 


Upland Game _ Birds.—Although suspected of 
occurring on the high open ridges fronting the 
Clearwater and Snake Rivers, the Mountain Quail 
was recorded for the first time this spring, 3 birds 
being seen on Feb. 13 north of Juliaetta. An un- 
usually late nest of the Ring-necked Pheasant was 
found at Lewiston on July 31, the female being 
flushed from 8 eggs that appeared but slightly 
incubated. 

Shorebirds—The Upland Sandpiper (Upland 
Plover) was found nesting in Idaho for the first 
time this spring, a minimum of 3 pairs occurring 
in the open prairie country north of Hauser, 
Kootenai Co. Young Spotted Sandpipers, barely 
able to fly, were seen on a gravel bar in the Snake 
River, near Lewiston, on Aug. 21. This is an 
exceptionally late date, for this species is rarely 
observed in northern Idaho after the middle of 
August. 

Doves.—Mourning Doves were late in nesting 
this year, and in some cases reared exceptionally 
late broods. A nest was found at Moscow on 
August 15 that held 2 well-fledged young, and 
another at Lewiston on August 16 from which 
the female was flushed from one newly-hatched 
young and one pipped egg. 

Flycatchers—The Western Kingbird is a scarce 
and rather local bird during the summer months 
in northern Idaho, the first definite breeding rec- 
ord being a nest found on July 6, 4 miles south 
of Moscow, with 3 well-fledged young.  Traill’s 
Flycatchers did not appear in normal numbers 
until late May, and it was the middle of June 
before there was any indication of nesting activ- 
ities. This was much later than usual for on 
June 2, 1949, a nest had been found at Troy that 
held 4 fresh eggs. A rather late nest found at 
Moscow this year, on July 15, held g slightly in- 
cubated eggs. A nest of the Western Wood Pewee 
with 2 well-fledged young was found at Lewiston 
on July 24, a date when young wood pewees are 
normally fully grown and able to shift for them- 
selves. 

Wrens.—Altitudinal extremes in nesting House 
Wrens in Idaho were a pair in an aspen grove on 
Easley Peak, in Blaine County, at 8000 feet (June 
24), and a pair feeding young in cottonwoods 
bordering the Snake River at Lewiston at 840 feet 
(July 21). Of exceptional interest was a Winter 
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Wren nest found by Seymour Levy near Prichard, 
in Shoshone County, on July 14, that held well- 
grown young. The extremely severe winter of 
1948-1949 almost completely eliminated the Winter 
Wren as a breeding bird in northern Idaho, this 
being the first actual record of a breeding pair of 
these wrens since the spring of 1948. It would 
appear now that a few survived, and that ulti- 
mately this species can be expected to be present 
again in its usual numbers. 


Warblers——A pair of Northern Water-thrushes, 
the male singing, was seen in swampy woods at 
Hope, in Bonner County, on June 13. This is 
the first time this species has been recorded in 
Idaho as a breeding bird. The few previous rec- 
ords for its occurrence have involved fall tran- 
sients. Am. Redstarts were found nesting at 
Lapwai, in Nez Perce County, at an altitude of 
approximately goo feet, although in previous years 
none were seen during the summer months below 
an altitude of 2500 feet. 

Blackbirds—A late Brewer’s Blackbird nest was 
found at Moscow on July 11 with 2 half-fledged 
young. A fully-grown young Brown-headed Cow- 
bird was seen at Potlatch on July 10 being fed 
by a male Yellow Warbler. 

Sparrows.—Although until now recorded in Idaho 
only in the Salmon River Mountains, the Blaek 
Rosy Fineh was found on June 25 to be fairly 
plentiful on Easley Peak in the Sawtooth Moun- 
tains. A Vesper Sparrow nest with g fresh eggs 
was found on June 25 on an open slope on Easley 
Peak, in Blaine County, at an altitude of Sooo 
feet. This is possibly the highest altitude this 
species reaches in Idaho during the summer 
4 young Fox Sparrow, out of the nest 
at least a day or two, was seen at Potlatch on 
May 14. In view of the backward spring this is 
a rather early breeding record for this species in 
northern Idaho.—Tnomas D. Bureicu, School of 
Forestry, University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. 


months. 


GREAT BASIN-CENTRAL ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION,—In general the weather man was kind 
to the birds during the past nesting season. Prob- 
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ably the one exception was the late snow storms 
in Wyoming which continued on into June, and, 
according to Dr. O. K. Scott of Casper, was detri- 
mental to nesting land birds. The temperatures 
during most of the period were near normal, with 
neither extreme highs nor lows. Precipitation was 
very light over most of the region, but the water 
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in the streams and ponds held up very well; the 
stream flow in the northern part was considerably 
above normal and the fields and forests showed 
little signs of drought even with the scant rain- 
fall. Apparently due to the many summer ac- 
tivities and vacations little comparative data have 
been received; however, it appears that through- 
out most of the region the nesting season com- 
pared favorably with last year. At the Bear River 
Refuge, Utah, there was an increase in several of 
the nesting species. 

Grebes, Pelicans—An estimated 500 pairs of 
Western Grebes and several pairs of Pied-billed 
and Eared Grebes nested at the Bear River Refuge. 
The White Pelicans apparently nested successfully 
on the islands in Great Salt Lake, as on August 1 
it was estimated that approximately 4000 adult 
and young birds were using BRR as a feeding 
ground. O. K. Scott reported 20 White Pelicans 
observed at Wheatland Reservoir on August 13. 
At Deer Flat Refuge in Idaho, F. Sheldon Dart 
reported Western Grebes down 50%, from last vear; 
Eared Grebes and White Pelicans 10°% less. Loren 
W. Croxton reported go Eared Grebes and 12 
White Pelicans at Ruby Lake, Nev. 

Cormorants, Herons. — Sixty-seven pairs of 
Double-crested Cormorants nested on the Bear 
River Refuge; this is an increase of 8 pairs over 
last year. At Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Dart re- 
ported a 75% decrease in the number of cormo- 
rants using that area, and a 60% decrease in Great 
Blue Herons. C. W. Lockerbie reported 6 Great 
Blue Heron nests on May 21 near Echo Dam in 
Morgan County, Utah. Approximately 100 pairs 
nested on the Bear River Refuge and adjacent 
areas. Approximately 350 pairs of Snowy Egrets, 
joo pairs of White-faced Ibises, and 125 pairs of 
Black-crowned Night Herons nested at BRR; this 
compares favorably with the previous few years. 
\t Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Snowy and Am. Egrets 
were observed in limited numbers, and Black- 
crowned Night Herons showed a decrease of 75%; 
White-faced Ibis declined 50% (FSD). 

Geese.—The Canada Goose nesting population 
and production for the Snake River Islands, Idaho, 
equaled but did not exceed that of a year ago. 
The Canada Goose population at Deer Flat Refuge 
was 225 on August 15, according to Dart. At BRR 
g10 broods of young Canada Geese were counted 
on May 15, as compared with a count of 313 
broods for last year on approximately the same 
date. At Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., Croxton re- 
ported a summer population of approximately 500 
Canada Geese. 

Ducks.—From reports received to date it would 
appear that duck nesting tiroughout the region 
compared favorably with last year. O. K. Scott re- 
ported that the ducks had a very successful breed- 
ing season in central Wyoming, but somewhat later 
than usual. At Deer Flat, Idaho, Dart reported 
duck nesting down approximately 30%; Am. Coots 
about the same as last year. Production at Deer 
Flat Refuge was estimated at 500 birds; 85%, Mal- 
lards, 5% Cinnamon Teal, 4% Redheads, and the 





> om ey 


t 


— == = GH 89 


ar 


- the 
rably 
owed 
rain- 
> ac- 
have 
ugh- 
com- 
iver 
il of 


s of 
illed 
‘uge. 
fully 
Ist 1 
dult 
ding 
cans 

13. 
Dart 
ear; 
ren 

12 


of 
sear 
ver 

re- 
mo- 
reat 
reat 
in 
airs 
ent 
ets, 
; of 
this 
ars. 
rets 


ion 
ho, 
10, 
ge 
RR 
ted 
313 
me 
re- 
00 


auld 
ion 
re- 
ed- 
ter 
ted 
ots 
per 
al- 
he 





balance Am. Widgeon, Pintail and Blue-winged 
Teal. The duck nesting population and produc- 
tion at BRR compared favorably with previous 
years. A total of 462 nests were found on 10 
sample plots, as compared with 388 for last year, 
and with a 10-year average of 368 nests. ‘The 
sample plots cover approximately 10% of the 
nesting area. The Am. Coot showed a marked 
increase in nesting pairs at BRR; 48 nests were 
found on the sample plots, as compared with only 
8 in 1949 and 14 in 1947. 

Hawks.—A Goshawk nest and a Red-tailed Hawk 
nest were observed at Summit Co., Utah; a Swain- 
son’s and 2 Red-tailed Hawk nests were noted at 
Morgan Co., Utah, and a Red-tailed Hawk and 
Golden Eagle nest were observed at ‘Tooele Co., 
Utah (CWL). At the Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, 
only a few Marsh Hawks were observed, and no 
other species were seen (FSD). At Ruby Lake, 
Nev., Croxton noted 75 Turkey Vultures, 20 Red- 
tailed Hawks, 10 Ferruginous Hawks, 100 Marsh 
Hawks, and 100 Sparrow Hawks. Hawks were 
reported as breeding in about the same numbers 
as last year in Central Wyoming (OKS). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Terns.—At the Deer Flat 
Refuge, Idaho, shorebirds decreased considerably 
from last year, especially the Wilson’s Snipe, West- 
ern Sandpiper, Sanderling, and California and 
Ring-billed Gulls, according to Dart; he also re- 
marked that a few Franklin’s Gulls, not reported 
in the past, were observed in that area. Five Kill- 
deer nests were noted at Farmington Bay Refuge, 
Utah, and 2 near Salt Lake City (CWL). Small 
numbers of Killdeer, Wilson’s Snipe, Long-billed 
Curlew, Willet, Lesser Yellow-legs, Avocet, Black- 
necked Stilt, and Forster’s Terns were noted at 
Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev., during the period 
(Croxton) . \t the BRR 955 nesting pairs of 
Avocets and 77 nesting pairs of Black-necked Stilts 
were counted; also 3835 California Gull nests con- 
taining 8936 eggs, and 2q Caspian Tern nests with 
51 eggs, were observed. 

Doves.—Mourning Doves appeared to be quite 
numerous at Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, and evidence 
pointed to a good nesting season (FSD). Croxton 
reported 125 Mourning Doves at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev. At BRR 4o Mourning Doves were 
counted on Aug. 1. 

Ow/s.—A few Short-eared Owls were reported at 
Ruby Lake Refuge, Nev. (Croxton). \ Long- 
eared Owl nest with 4 young was noted near Salt 
Lake City (CWL). Approximately 20 Short-eared 
Owls nested on the Bear River Refuge. 

Kinefishers, Woodpeckers—Small_ numbers of 
Belted Kingfishers, Red-shafted Flickers, and 
Lewis’s Woodpeckers were observed at Ruby Lake 
Refuge, Nev. (Croxton). Lockerbie reported a 
Hairy Woodpecker feeding young at a nest near 
Salt Lake City, observed by Dr. Behle. 

Passerine Birds ——At Ruby Lake, Nev., Croxton 
reported observing 150 Violet-green Swallows, 100 
Bank Swallows, 100 Barn Swallows, 75 Cliff Swal- 
lows, 150 Long-billed Marsh Wrens, 100 Logger- 
head Shrikes, 100 Yellow-headed Blackbirds, 100 
Red-winged Blackbirds, 500 Brewer's Blackbirds, 


and sjnall numbers of Western Wood Pewees, 
Horned Larks, Scrub Jays, Pifion Jays, Rock 
Wrens, Sage Thrashers, Black-throated Gray Warb- 
lers, Western Meadowlarks, Lazuli Buntings, Sa- 
vannah Sparrows, and Sage Sparrows. Scott re- 
ported that McCown’s Longspurs were numerous 
on the Northern Loraine Plains in Wyoming, and 
there were also some Chestnut-collared Longspurs 
in the same region. Lockerbie reported observing 
hundreds of young Cassin’s Finches and Pine Sis- 
kins out of the nest on July 9, and hundreds of 
young White-crowned Sparrows on July 23, in Salt 
Lake County; he also reported small numbers of 
nesting Mountain Chickadees, Black-capped Chick- 
adees, Water Ouzels, Catbirds, Mountain Blue- 
birds, Cedar Waxwings, Bullock’s Orioles, Black- 
headed Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks, and Black Rosy 
Finches in Salt Lake County, and a Mountain 
Bluebird nest in Summit County, Utah. At the 
Deer Flat Refuge, Idaho, Am. Magpies have in- 
creased and are now quite numerous; the Am. Crow 
population has decreased from last year (FSD). 
Barn and Cliff Swallows nested in their usual 
abundance at BRR. Other nesters at BRR are 
the Eastern and the Western Kingbirds, Horned 
Lark, Am. Magpie, Yellow Warbler, Western 
Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Red-winged 
Blackbird, Brewer’s Blackbird, Brown-headed Cow 
bird, Savannah Sparrow, and Vesper Sparrow.— 
Vanez T. Witson AND Ross H. Norr, Bear River 
Migratory Bird Refuge, Brigham, Utah. 


SOUTHWEST REGION,.—June was unusually 
hot and dry. Heavy rains fell in most parts of 
southern Arizona and New Mexico, but the severe 
drought remained 
unbroken in many 
areas, particularly 
in northeastern 
and north - central 
Arizona. July set a 
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Loons through Ibises—An immature Common 
Loon was lingering on Havasu Lake, June 7 
(Monson). Pied-billed Grebes nested at ‘Topock, 
on the Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, for 
what is believed to be the first time; small young 
were seen, June 14 (GM). An adult was seen 
at Arivaca Jct., Ariz., July 19 (A. Phillips). A 
Brown Pelican was noted at Mittry Lake, near 
Yuma, Ariz., Aug. 14 (A. Halloran). The follow- 
ing nesting records were obtained at the Bosque 
del Apache Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex., June 
7: Double-crested Cormorant, 10 nests; Am. Egret, 
12 nests, and Snowy Egret, 35 nests (R. Fleet- 
wood). Mortality at all these nests was high. 
In the case of the Am, and Snowy Egrets, these 
are the first nesting records for New Mexico. 
Production of young of the same g species on 
Havasu Lake Refuge was considerably above that 
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of last year, except in the case of the cormorant, 
which was nearly the same. Mortality of young 
Snowy Egrets again was high (GM). Nests of 
Black-crowned Night Heron, and Am. and Least 
Bitterns, were also found on the Bosque Refuge 
(RF). A White-faced Ibis was seen at Quitova- 
quito, Ariz., June 20 (L. Caldwell). 

Waterfow!.—At least 40 Mallard nests and broods 
were observed at the Bosque Refuge (RF). Three 
Mexican Ducks, seen at a distance of 20 feet, were 
identified on the Acomita Indian Reservation west 
of Laguna, N. Mex., August 10 (H. Kyllingstad) , 
The first Pintail migrants were 2 seen on Havasu 
Lake, August 10 (GM), and 5 near Arlington, 
Ariz., August 1g (J. Knox). A male Blue-winged 
Teal was noted in the Bill Williams Delta, Ariz., 
on Havasu Lake Refuge, June 2 and 9, and July 13 
(GM). At least 5 broods of Cinnamon Teal were 
observed on the Bosque Refuge (RF). A Redhead 
duckling with its mother was seen above Topock, 
June 28, a first breeding record for Havasu Lake 
Refuge (GM). Six or 7 Canvas-backs were present 
on the Bosque Refuge throughout the period, 
including 1 banded on July 4 (RF). A flock of 
5 Red-breasted Mergansers was still present at 
Havasu Lake, June 20 (GM). 

Hawks.—A Swainson’s Hawk nest was found on 
the Bosque Refuge, June} (RF). An Osprey was 
seen on Havasu Lake, July 12 (GM). Although a 
pair of Marsh Hawks was present throughout the 
period on the Bosque Refuge, no nest was found 
(RF); an individual bird was seen above Topock, 
June 12, and another on July 25 (GM). 

Quail.—Mearns’s Quail were reported as abun- 
dant on the Huachuca Wildlife Area, Huachuca 
Mts., Ariz. Three nests were found, and the first 
young were noted, July 16 (C. Wallmo). This 
is indeed an encouraging report. 

Coots and Shorebirds—A male Coot flew into 
the window of a ski lodge high on the San Fran- 
cisco Mts., Ariz, May 25 (M. Wetherill). The 
first returning Snowy Plover was noted at Topock, 
July 11 (GM), and the first Ringed Plover at the 
Bosque Refuge, August 4 (RF). Wilson’s Snipe 
were already returning to the Bosque Refuge in 
early August; one was seen August 4, and another, 
August 11 (RF). A Solitary Sandpiper was ob- 
served there July 7, and 2 Greater Yellow-legs, on 
the unusual date of June go (RF). A Red Knot 
Was seen near Needles Landing on Havasu Lake, 
August g, the first record for the lower Colorado 
valley (GM). Two Marbled Godwits were seen 
at Havasu Lake, June 29 (GM). \ Wilson’s 
Phalarope was seen at Headgate Rock Dam near 
Parker, July 4, 
grant (GM). 

Pigeons and Doves.—The first Band-tailed Pigeon 
nest was found in the Huachuca Mts., June 3, 
and a nest with an unhatched egg was found there 
as late as August 4. 


an unusually early returning mi- 


The Pigeons were feeding 
most heavily on the acorns of Emory oak (CW). 
A White-winged Dove nest was found above 6000 
feet in the Huachucas, in oak-pine woodland type 
(CW). The species was seen on both sides of 
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the Colorado River, about 1 mile north of Bunt 
head City, Ariz., August 1 (W. Pulich). One was 
seen in the pass between the Organ and San 
Andres Mts., N. Mex., August 3 (M. Keefer, L, 
McBee). A Mexican Ground Dove was seen at 
Topock, July 24 (WP), and July 26 (GM). The 
species seems to be increasing on the Colorado 
River Indian Reservation below Parker (GM), 
Hummingbirds through Wood peckers.—A Rufous 


Hummingbird was seen at Bright Angel Point, 
Grand Canyon Nat'l. Park, Ariz., as early as 
July 17 (H. Crockett); the species became com- 


mon at Santa Fe, N. Mex., July 22 (HK), and sev- 
eral were noted at Cliff, N. Mex., August 1 (MK, 
LM). It was gratifying to receive information that 
at least 5 pairs of Coppery-tailed ‘Trogons were 
nesting in the Huachuca Mts. (CW); they were 
reported as still present and probably nesting in 
the Chiricahua Mts., Ariz. (M. Trautman), but 
they have been unheard of since 1948 in the Santa 
Rita Mts., Ariz. (AP). A Belted Kingfisher was 
seen at Ascarate Park in El Paso, Tex., July 2 
(LM); the first returning migrant was seen on the 
Bosque Refuge, August 7 (RF). A male Yellow- 
bellied Sapsucker was seen in the northern part 
of Oak Creek Canyon, Ariz., Jume 24 (GM). 
Flycatchers—An Eastern Kingbird was noted on 
the Bosque Refuge, June go (RF). Cassin’s King- 
bird was again absent as a breeding bird at Flag- 
staff, Ariz, (AP). Two were seen on the Colo- 
rado River Indian Reservation, one on each date, 
July g and 23 (GM). A Mexican (Arizona) 
Crested Flycatcher was seen at Indian Gardens, 
Oak Creek Canyon, June 24 (GM); a pair nested 
in a box near Camelback Mountain, Phoenix, 
Ariz., 1 egg on June 7, and g young and 1 egg 
on June 25 (C. Stannard). The Western Wood 
Pewee again was noticeably reduced in numbers 
at Grand Canyon Nat'l. Park (H. Bryant). An 
Olive-sided Flycatcher was still present in the Bill 
Williams Delta, June 5 (GM). The Vermilion 
Flycatcher continues remarkably scarce in most 
parts of the lower Colorado valley, possibly a re- 
sult of the severe winter of 1948-49 (GM). 
Swallow mi- 
Topock, June 28 (GM). 
A Bank Swallow colony was visited July 27, in 
the Arroyo Veronito on the east side of the Rio 
Grande between Escondido and Lemitar, N. Mex. 
More than 10 burrows were in use, and _ this is 
at least the second year the site has been popu- 
lated (RF). 
this region. 


Swallows.—First returning ‘Tree 
grants were 2 noted at 


Only one other colony is known in 
Purple Martins failed again to use 
their roost at Tucson, Ariz. (AP); a migrating 
flock of 18 passed the Bosque Refuge, June go (RF). 

Nuthatches through Warblers.—At least 2 Pygmy 
Nuthatches were seen at Boulder City, Nev., Au- 
gust 8; another was seen there, August 13 (WP). 
It is most unusual for these birds to be seen on 
the low desert at any time of year, even where 
man has provided shade trees. The House Wren 
was again absent at Flagstaff (AP). A Warbling 
Vireo was still present at Topock, June 13 (GM). 
A late northbound Hermit Warbler was noted 
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near the top of the Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., 
June 2 (MT), while an early southbound one 
was seen at the Museum of Northern Arizona, 
Flagstaff, August 2 (AP). Red-faced Warblers 
were seen in the northern part of Oak Creek 
Canyon, June 8 and g (M. Brooks), and on June 
24 (GM). An early returning Black-capped Warb- 
ler was noted on the Colorado River Indian Reser- 
vation, August 13 (GM). 


Blackbirds and Tanagers.—A male Scott’s Oriole 
was Observed at Cedar Ridge on the west side of 


the Navajo Indian Reservation, south of Lee’s 
Ferry, Ariz., July 26 (HC). Female (and young?) 


of both Hooded and Bullock’s Orioles were seen 
feeding on ripening pears at Faywood, near Silver 
City, N. Mex., July 31 (LM, MK). Two Brewer’s 
Blackbird nests were found in ponderosa pines at 
the head of Bright Angel Trail in Grand Canyon 
Park, the first time the species has been known 
to nest on the South Rim in at least the past 11 
years (HB). Eight or g were seen at Lupton, 
Ariz., July 16 (MW). Young Boat-tailed Grackles 
were just leaving nests in a newly-founded colony 
at Arivaca Jct., July 19 (AP). A male Bronzed 
Cowbird was seen on the Colorado River Indian 
Reservation, July 30; this is the first record from 
west of Wickenburg, Ariz. (GM). A very late 
male Western Tanager was seen in Lobecks Pass, 
south of Needles, Calif., June 14 (GM). There 
were no records obtained of the Hepatic Tanager 
in north-central Arizona (AP), except for an ob- 
servation from Oak Creek Canyon (MB). 


Finches Sparrows.— A male Black-headed 
Grosbeak was noted at Havasu Lake, June 29 (GM). 
Iwo or g female Lazuli Buntings were lingering 
at Cortaro, Ariz., June 3 (R. Hock, AP). A small 
flock of Red Crossbills was present at Boulder 
City, July 4 and 5 (WP). Two Lark Buntings 
were seen on the Bosque Refuge, August 3 (RF). 
There was a heavy migration of Lark Sparrows 
through the Bosque Refuge in the first part of 
August (RF).—GaLe Monson, Havasu Lake Nat’l 
Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


and 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION, — The 


weather was normal, dry, warm and sunny, with 





temperatures slightly above normal; precipita- 
tion in June - slightly 

below normal (.43 in.) ; 

in July slightly above 

-— normal (.8 in.). Two 





new observers were added 
from Victoria, B. C., J. O. 
Clay and A. R. Davidson. 

Loons through Herons. 
—Red - throated Loons 
nested at Comox; 1 well- 
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ig grown young was seen, 
July 27 (Theed Pearse) . 
White Pelicans and Am. 
Egrets, reported in last 
summer’s Notes as rare 
in western Oregon, are 


now listed as abundant summer visitors in Lane 
Co., through the work of Gullion, Evenden, and 
Pruitt. The pair of Green Herons was again in 
the University swamp, Seattle (H. W. Higman). 
At Victoria, Double-crested Cormorant eggs were 
not all laid by June 10. Pelagic Cormorant fledg- 
lings were in various stages, July 23 (JOC, ARD). 

Ducks.—Mallard drakes (63) outnumbered hens 
(14) at Green Lake, Seattle, May go, when 3 
broods (2, 5, 6) were counted. There was much 
disturbance of nests and young (Ransom). More 
young Mallards lived to fly in South Seattle (Violet 
E. Cannon). First broods of Mallards (g and 11) 
were in the University swamp, April 28 (HWH). 
Nine young were flying at Medina, August 8 (W. 
Hagenstein). G. D. Alcorn found Mallards still 
abundant between Tacoma and Grays Harbor, but 
no nests the last 2 seasons (probably the nadir of a 
cycle). Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers were 
scarcer than in years past, probably due to de- 
struction of natural breeding sites. Ducks appar- 
ently had a good nesting season at Comox, al- 
though the usual broods of Shovellers were ab- 
sent. There were more and larger broods of Mal- 
lards; Pintails reported present all summer (not 
known in previous years); 1 or more broods of 
Green-winged Teal; and 1 brood of Blue-winged. 
Hooded Mergansers were absent; appeared to have 
decreased the last 2 years, after a high period 
(TP). Cinnamon Teal, listed as rare in western 
Oregon in last summer's report, are now consid- 
ered common breeders in Lane County, through 
the work of Guillion, Evenden, and Pruitt. 


Grouse, Rails;—Ruffed Grouse were much worse 
off in central western Washington. During 17 days 
in the field only 3 were seen from the summit of 
the Cascade Mts. to the ocean. Virginia Rails, for- 
merly common at Tacoma, are now extirpated; 
none seen in 10 years (GDA). 

Gull, Alcids—There were few summering gulls 
at Comox. Fledgling Glaucous-winged Gulls were 
seen at Victoria, July 29. The eggs of Pigeon Guil- 
lemots were hatched, July 20, and flocks of Marbled 
Murrelets were seen, June 29. 

Pigeons through Woodpeckers——Alcorn was of 
the opinion that the Band-tailed Pigeon was no 
better, nor worse, than in the past at Tacoma and 
Grays Harbor. Twelve were seen in West Seattle 
the first part of August; last year at this time 
there about 50 (VEC). They were seen 
regularly throughout the period (1-6), with a 
flock of 60, June 2 (WH). Numbers seemed less 
at Victoria, the largest flock being 40, and the 
average, 5-10 (JOC, ARD). At Seattle, young 
Screech Owls were able to travel short distances, 
July go (VEC). Alcorn thought the Common 
Nighthawk was decreasing in the Tacoma area, 
due to houses being built near their nesting sites. 
They were at Medina from June 5 to August 3. 
Eges were laid at Blaine, June 19. They arrived 
at Victoria, June 6 (fairly common). Vaux’s 
Swifts were seemingly on the increase in western 
Washington, especially in the Olympia area, where 
they have long been common (GDA). Black 


were 
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Swifts were sighted regularly at Medina, June 6 
to August 15; Rufous Hummingbirds had young, 
June 18, July 19, August 12 (WH). A pair of 
Hairy Woodpeckers nested at Blaine the last week 
in May and ist week in June (L. H. Kline). 
Young Pileated Woodpeckers were flying at Vic- 
toria, June 29 (1 pair to each square mile). Hairy 
Woodpeckers were rare, and Lewis’s scarce, mov- 
ing away from the city. 

Flycatchers, Larks, Swallows.—Small land birds 
seemed to have a good nesting season at Seattle 
(tent caterpillars were eaten by all) (VEC). 
They were, in general, very scarce at Comox. 
Western Flycatchers were noted at Medina, June 7 
to July 11; Western Wood Pewees, June 6 to 
August 9; and Olive-sided Flycatchers, June 17 
to July 17 (WH). Olive-sided and Traill’s Fly- 
catchers nested at Blaine, June 18 to July 8. At 
Victoria, Traill’s Flycatchers arrived, June 13 (not 
common); the Western, May 1, in fair numbers 
(young flying, Aug. 5); the Olive-sided, June 6, 
in fair numbers; and the Western Wood Pewee, 
June 5, also in fair numbers. No Horned Larks 
were seen or heard south of Tacoma, where they 
once were in great numbers. The area is now too 
close to military installations (GDA). They 
nested at Comox (the first for Vancouver Island 
since the 18g0’s); nest and 4 eggs seen, July 24, 
later were destroyed; others were heard (Pearse, 
Fryer). At Blaine, Violet-green Swallows nested 
the first 2 weeks in June; Barn Swallows the first 
2 weeks in July. Over 200 pairs of Cliff Swallows 
nested the first 2 weeks in June, with 2nd broods 
the last week in July and first week in August. 
Young Violet-green Swallows were- flying at Vic- 
toria, June 6 (first departure, July 17); young 
Barn Swallows, June 20 (common); young Rough- 
winged, July 12 (fair numbers). The Purple 
Martin is apparently extending its range on Van- 
couver Island; it nested in more places around 
Comox, and was heard go miles north. 


Chickadees through Wrens.—Chickadees were in 
larger family groups in West Seattle (VEC). 
Black-capped Chickadees nested at Blaine the last 
2 weeks in May, and had young at Medina, June 
19. Young Chestnut-backed Chickadees were fly- 
ing at Victoria, June 20 (common). They showed 
a marked increase at Comox, from a former low. 
Common Bushtits had laid the end set of eggs 
at Medina, June 22. The Brown Creeper is on 
the decrease south of Tacoma, due to destruction 
of natural nesting sites (GDA). Near Issaquah, 
King Co., Wash., young Dippers were about ready 
to leave nest, May 21 (VEC). Young House 
Wrens were flying at Victoria, June 17 (in fair 
numbers); young Bewick’s Wrens, July 12 (fairly 
plentiful). Winter Wrens were becoming scarcer. 
Bewick’s Wrens nested twice in West Seattle, 
March 15 (5) and June 15 (3) (VEC). They 
had young at Medina, August 2 (WH). Winter 
Wrens nested at Comox; 1 had come to feeding 
tray all winter (Laing). 

Thrushes through Warblers—Am. Robins nested 
at Blaine the first 3 weeks in May, with end broods 
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the last 3 weeks in July. Olive-backed Thrushes 
arrived at Victoria, May 13, and were abundant 
in good habitat. Young Ruby-crowned Kinglets 
were flying, April 19 (common) ; Golden-crowned 
Kinglets were fairly common. Cedar Waxwings 
arrived, May go, and were common (JOC, ARD), 
Two pairs were brooding at Blaine the last 2 
weeks in July and the first week in August. Soli- 
tary Vireos were at Medina, June 19 to July 16; 
the Red-eyed, June 8 to August 6. At Victoria, 
Warbling and Solitary Vireos were fairly common. 
Young Orange-crowned Warblers were flying, June 
5 (common); Yellow Warblers were diminished in 
numbers. Yellow Warblers nested at Blaine the 
last week in June. Black-throated Gray Warblers 
were at Medina, July 23 to August 2; and a stray 
Townsend’s, July 23. 

Blackbirds, Tanagers.— Western Meadowlarks 
were scarce at Victoria; Brewer’s Blackbirds, com- 
mon. Western Tanagers arrived, June 6 (scarce), 
A flock of 400+ Red-winged Blackbirds at Comox 
(mainly birds of the year, and the largest flock 
Pearse has seen) suggested a good nesting season, 

Finches, Sparrows.—Purple Finches nested at 
Blaine the last 2 weeks in June. They were com- 
mon at Victoria, where the House Finch arrived, 
May 12. The latter has been spreading slowly 
since 1937. Young Pine Siskins were flying, July 15 
(fairly common); young Am. Goldfinches flying, 
July 10 (common) (JOC, ARD). Red Crossbills 
showed a marked increase at Comox, after a deep 
low. Spotted Towhees were very scarce in the vi- 
cinity (TP). They were in fair numbers at Vic- 
toria, but have been decreasing. They nested 
twice in the Seattle area (VEC). Savannah Spar- 
rows nested at Blaine the last 2 weeks in May, 
with a end brood the last 2 weeks in July. Young 
Oregon Juncos were flying at Victoria, June 4; 
young Chipping Sparrow, June 13 (common.) 
White-crowned Sparrows had a 2nd brood, July go 
(common). White-crowned Sparrows nested at 
Blaine the first 2 weeks in June. Song Sparrows 
nested twice at Seattle, and were very scarce at 
Comox.—MartTHaA R. FLanaAut, Washington State 
Museum, University of Washington, Seattle, Wash. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION,—June was 
generally cool and this permitted successful nesting 
of land birds despite the unfavorable effects of a 
series of dry years. Many species were able to re- 
gain some of their depleted populations Others 
failed to appear or were scarce in parts of their 
range. The high temperatures in early July and 
in mid-August caused sudden departures of birds 
from the low ground. At the end of the nesting 
season the scarcity of bird food, both of plant and 
insect material, was impressive. Energetic work in 
the field resulted in many records of special signifi- 
cance in the Region. 

Water Birds.—Reports of White Pelicans came 
from 6 locations in the region. On June 20 the 
Andersons saw 2, the first of the season at the 
Salinas River mouth. WH. L. Cogswell saw 100 in 








0! 


iF 
s 


rushes 
ndant 
nglets 
wned 
wings 
RD). 
ast 2 
Soli- 
y 16; 
toria, 
mon. 
June 
od in 
the 
blers 
stray 


larks 
com- 
rce) , 
mox 
lock 
son, 

at 
om- 
ved, 








— small flocks 
over Sierra Val- 
ley on June 25, 
3 at the south 
end of Lake 
Tahoe on July 
9, 24 near 
Loomis on July 
ig, and 1 at 
Little Washoe 
Lake, Nev., on 
July 26. On 
' August 10 
there were 39 
adults and 8 
young at San 
Quentin Point 
(R. H. Pray). 
At Point Lobos 
on July 10 Brandt’s Cormorants were still feeding 
young on nests in a colony that was smaller than 
last year (Miss E. Smith). On June 25, Cogswell 
saw 2 Snowy Egrets near Sierraville, Sierra Valley. 
At San Quentin Point, Pray saw go on August 8 
and many 2 days later. 

Ducks. 
calities: 
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Mallards were reported at several lo- 
On June g, at Putah Sinks, Yolo By-Pass, 
F. G. Evenden, Jr., found 35 pairs with several 
broods of young. On July 17 he saw 4o at Men- 
dota Pool, Fresno Co. On June 10, the Andersons 
saw a pair near Castroville. Cogswell reported 
Mallards at Boca Reservoir in late June; Little 
Washoe Lake, Nev., June 27 and July 26, about 
200 adults and young; south end Lake Tahoe, 
July 9; Lake Van Norden, August 1, females and 
young. Records of Pintail indicate nesting at 
Castroville, pair on June 10 (Andersons) ; Sierra 
Valley, female on nest with 8 eggs on June 25 
(Cogswell) ; Putah Sinks, 35 adults and 7 young on 
June 9; Mendota Pool, female with 6 young on 
July 17 (Evenden). Evenden also saw g female 
Redheads and 7 half-grown young at Mendota 
Pool on July 17. Cogswell reported a brood of 
half-grown Am. Mergansers at Lake Tahoe, at 
Zephyr Cove, Nev., on July 9. 

Hawks.—Andersons saw a White-tailed Kite on 
July 8 at the mouth of the Salinas River and one 
the next day at the mouth of the Carmel River. 
On August 1, R. P. Hays saw a Goshawk a mile 
from a former nest site near Lake Van Norden. 
The Andersons reported a Swainson’s Hawk on 
June 22 in San Benancio Canyon, near Salinas. 
Cogswell saw a Peregrine Falcon at Lake Norden 


on July 1, and 1 in Bear Valley, Placer Co., on 
July 21. 
Quail.—Several observers in coastal central Cali- 


fornia agree that the California Quail produced 
more and larger broods than last year. Nesting 
was generally late. At Mt. Hermon, on August 7, 
a female brought off a brood of 9 from a nest 
(Mrs. Adist Boylan) . 

Shorebirds—At Moss Landing, Andersons saw a 
great many immature Black-bellied Plover on July 
22 and more than 50 adults a week later. At Bay 


Farm Island on August 8, Mrs. G. E. Kelly saw 
as many as 1000. On the same date at Point San 
Quentin an adult was followed by an immature 
bird with fluttering wings as though begging food 
(Pray). At Bay Farm Island Mrs. Kelly saw 200 
Marbled Godwits on July 16 and 500 on August 8. 
At Lake Van Norden a nest of Spotted Sandpiper 
with 4 eggs on June 20 was later flooded (Cogs- 
well). At Bay Farm Island there were 200 Willets 
on July 16 (Kelly). The same observer saw 2 
Surf-birds, a Ruddy Turnstone, and 6 Black Turn- 
stones on August 16 at the Cliff House. A Wil- 
son’s Snipe was at Putah Sinks on June g (Even- 
den) , and 4 near Sattley, Sierra Valley, on June 25 
(Cogswell). The Andersons saw 8 Baird’s Sand- 
pipers at the mouth of the Carmel River on July 
g. At Bay Farm Island Mrs. Kelly saw 24 Avocets 
on July 16 and 500 on August 8. 


Gulls and Terns.—Miss E. Smith saw 2 Ring 
billed Gulls on July 15 at Moss Landing. ‘There 
were 6 Bonaparte’s Gulls at Moss Landing on 
June g, and 6 at the mouth of the Salinas Rive 
on June 22 (Andersons). The same observers 
saw an adult Sabine’s Gull on June 20 at the 
mouth of the Salinas River. Single Black Terns 
were recorded near Sattley, Sierra Valley on June 
25, at Little Washoe Lake, Nev., on June 26 
(Cogswell) , and at Moss Landing, on July 22 (An- 
dersons). On August 16, at Dumbarton Bridge 
there were Caspian Terns ranging from small to 
nearly grown on the dikes (Kelly). On June 10, 
at Moss Landing hundreds of Forster’s Terns were 
nesting on a slough near the salt works; by the 
end of July a few were still nesting and the adults 
with young were near the ocean (Andersons) . 

Non-passerine Land Birds.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
continued scarce. At Immigrant Pass, 2 on July 
19g were the only ones reported this summer (Cogs- 
well). On July 17, at Mendota Pool, San Joaquin 
River, Evenden found 3 pairs of Yellow-billed 
Cuckoos on go acres of open willow brush and 
marshland. On August g at Alum Rock, Seibert 
saw 4 young Pygmy Owls out of the nest. Evenden 
reported that Burrowing Owls were frequent in 
the Sacramento Valley through the summer. In 
early July at Mammoth Lakes there were young 
Saw-whet Owls (E. Smith). On June 22 at 614 
miles west of Donner Pass, Placer Co., a common 
Nighthawk was incubating 2 eggs in a nest; north 
of the same Pass a nest contained 1 egg on July 
7, 2 eggs on July 8, and small young on August 1 
(Cogswell). Cogswell saw Vaux’s Swifts at 2 lo- 
calities in the Sierra Nevada: about 4 at Donne 
Lake on July 4, and 4 at Boca Reservoir on July 
11. He found male Rufous Hummingbirds at 
Sugar Bowl Lodge increasingly common after July 
1; the first female was seen on July 8, immature 
birds and females were common in late July, and 
males somewhat on the wane. Calliope Humming- 
birds were less common than in 1948 in that area 
with no males after June 22, but a few females 
still present on August 1. 

Passerine Birds—In late June a colony of more 
than 200 Bank Swallows were nesting beside a 
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highway 2 miles west of Reno, Nev. (Cogswell). 
Cogswell reported at least 2 pairs of Rough-winged 
Swallows nesting in a bank below Boca Reservoir, 
5600 feet, Nevada Co., on June 27, 28, and July 10. 
On July 7, in the Sierra Nevada the first House 
Wren was detected at high altitude and by Au- 
gust 2 the species was common at Sugar Bowl 
Lodge, 7ooo feet (Cogswell). Am. Robins were 
still feeding young in a nest at Los Gatos on 
July 31 (E. Smith), and there were young in 
Corral de Tierra on June 17 (Andersons). On 
June g, on Stevens Creek, Santa Clara Co., Seibert 
found a nest of Olive-backed Thrush with eggs. 
Fledglings were being fed on July 22 at Mt. 
Hermon (Mrs. Boylan). At Sugar Bowl Lodge 
on July 20 Cogswell found a nest with 4 eggs of 
Townsend’s Solitaire. There was 1 young bird 
on July g1, but the other g eggs had still not 
hatched by August 3. A Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
in the first week of July was incubating on a nest 
at Mammoth Lakes (E. Smith). On June 10, 


0 de, 


along Stevens Creek, Santa Clara Co., Seibert found 

an adult male Black é¢nd White Warbler in full 

song. In the Santa Cruz Mountains on June 21, 

young Audubon’s Warblers left a nest and males 

were singing persistently at 2 widely separated 

places (Mrs. R. L. Shore). On June 18 at Clear } 
Lake, Lake Co., a female Yellow-headed Blackbird 

fed young in a nest, the only one found (Mrs. Anne | 
Peterson). Cogswell found a nest of Pine Gros. | 
beaks on June ag in a red fir half a mile south of 

Donner Pass, 7100 feet. Three eggs hatched after 

July 1 and young were still being fed on July 13; | 
the nest was empty on July 18. At Mammoth 

Lakes in the first week of July Miss E. Smith saw 

adults feeding 2 fledglings just out of the nest. 

On July 23, Cogswell found Gray-crowned Rosy | 
Finches at a new locality, Job’s Sister, 10,750 feet, 

El Dorado Co., 14 miles east of Pyramid Peak.— 

Jean M. Linpate, Hastings Reservation, Jamesburg 

Route, Robles del Rio, Calif. 





NEW REGIONAL EDITORS 

Thomas D. Burleigh, a Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice biologist engaged in a study of the birds of 
Idaho, has very kindly agreed to assume editorship 
of the Palouse—Northern Rocky Mountain Region. 
Mr. Burleigh has been one of the most active con- 
tributors to this region since its inauguration, 
and the report of the recent spring migration was 
prepared by him. Correspondence should be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Burleigh at the School of Forestry, 
University of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho. We express 
our thanks to Ernest S. Booth who undertook the 
difficult task of reporting on this region during 
the first year it was represented. 

Residents in the Southern Pacific Coast Region 
will be pleased to hear that their territory will 
Once again be represented, starting with the fall 
migration summary. Arnold Small, 1840 West 
11th Place, Los Angeles 6, Calif., has gratiously 
accepted editorship of this strategic region. Since 





there has been a gap of three seasons since the last 
report from the Southern Pacific Coast, observers 
in this area are urged to make a special effort to 
supply Mr. Small with material for his first report. 


Corrigenda 
Corrections in the volume should be 
made as follows: 

Page 12, 5th line from bottom: change “Sept. 
12” to “Nov. 12.” 

Page 181, Hairy Woodpecker: change “35 
Hartford)” to “g8 (N. J., Boonton) ” 

Page 232, col. 2, line 3: add “except for a Spec- 
imen taken on July 12, 1931, 30 miles north of 
Delta, Manitoba.” 

Page 237, line 18: change 
at Princeton on April 12” to 
on April 20.” 

Page 237, Mourning Warbler: Carlisle, Pa., dates 
should read “May go” and “May 24.” 


present 


Senn, 


“ 


g species of ducks 
“12 species of ducks 


MEET OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


Julian K. Potter, 


Middle 


coeditor of the 
Atlantic Coast Region, was 
born at South Vineland, N. J., on 
March 27, 1883. From early childhood 
he has been interested in natural his- 
tory, with emphasis on birds. Although 
Mr. Potter’s vocation is Branch Man- 
ager of the First Camden National 
Bank and Trust Company, Camden, 
N. J., he is regarded as an outstand- 
ing authority on the birds of the 
Philadelphia and 
New Jersey. 

When Dr. Frank M. Chapman in- 
itiated “The department of 
Bird-Lore in 1917, Julian Potter was 
selected as reporter for the Phila- 


region southern 


Season” 
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delphia Region. The principal orni- 
thological event discussed in his in- 
itial summary was the first southward 
Visitation of the Evening Grosbeak in- 
to that region. Of the six original 
reporters, Mr. Potter is the only one 
who is still contributing Season sum- 
maries. 

He is a member of the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Sciences, and a 
past president of the Delaware Valley 
Ornithological Club. He became an 
Associate of the American Ornitholo- 
gists’ Union in 1912, and in 1943 he 
was elected to full membership in 
recognition of his contributions to 
ornithology. 





